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Hope for the countryside 



Two-year-old Joshua Lynch pictured with the bush planted to celebrate his baptism at St Leonard’s Church, Little Linford 
(see page 15, Parish Profile). Photograph by Frank Blackwell. 


Bishop Bone: long distance walker 


THE Bishop of Reading, the Right Revd John Bone, should know 
more about the Berkshire countryside than anyone else in the 
Diocese by July 14. That is the day he hopes to complete an epic 
walk of several hundred miles around his Archdeaconry. His 
journey, which starts on Sunday June 2 in his home village of Son- 
ning, will take in urban as well as rural areas and cover all ten 
deaneries within his area. 

Long distance walking is not new to Bishop John. This Easter 
he crossed Cornwall from north to south, and only cancelled a plann- 
ed pilgrimage from Iona to Lindisfame in 1989 because he was 
required to be at his own consecration as a bishop. 

“I -have got a horror of getting stuck behind a desk; and have 
always put into my diary opportunities for going out and meeting 
people beyond the Church. 

Bishop John hopes that the walk will raise the profile of the local 


church at both deanery and parish level, and also provide an op- 
portunity for the public to see and walk and talk with a represen- 
tative of the Church. He also hopes to emphasise the unity of the 
ten deaneries in his area by linking them in “a pilgrimage of 
prayer”, and finally to encourage Church people in their \vitness 
in the Decade of Evangelism. 

As an Area Bishop he has a number of formal duties to attend 
to and will take a week ‘‘off’ at the end of June for a residential 
staff meeting, the Diocesan Synod, a licensing and an ordination. 

Bishop John’s wife, Ruth will provide the ‘‘backup” and act as 
a mobile office. She will also be responsible for delivering his cope 
and mitre when required for confirmation ceremonies. She has also 
made him a special purple top to go with his rucksack and pastoral 
staff, so that he will be easily recognisable. There will be a timetable 
and map of Bishop John’s journey in the June DOOR. 


A NATIONAL survey of life in 
the countryside is being under- 
taken by the Rural Community 
Councils to coincide with Cen- 
sus Day on April 21. A report 
based on its findings may well 
reveal a rather hopeless picture 
of villages short of affordable 
housing, transport, shops and 
jobs. The Church of England’s 
own report Faith in the Coun- 
tryside , published last autumn, 
also suggests that rural life can 
be far from idyllic. Apart from 
highlighting social problems it 
showed that a shortage of clergy 
in rural areas coupled with a 
general decline in church atten- 
dance has meant that it is much 
more difficult for a village 
church to be at the centre of 
community life and that young 
people in particular are often 
alienated from it. 

Encouraging 

Our own research for this 
rural issue has, however, been 
encouraging, and has convinc- 
ed us that the rural Church — at 
least in this Diocese — is in a 
reasonably robust state. A tiny 
church at Little Linford which 
faced closure 20 years ago is 
now self-supporting, and has 
developed a much needed 
ministry of welcome. The 
school at Grazeley which, with 
only 70 pupils, might well be 
considered uneconomic is a real 
bridge between the community 
and the church. There are Chris- 
tians running a whole food shop 
in Cholsey, and Christians driv- 
ing a bus to get their children to 
Sunday school at Sutton 
Courtenay. 

The elderly lady we inter- 
viewed, far from complaining 
about being lonely, said that she 
liked the ‘newcomers’ and much 


preferred the more up to date 
‘handclapping’ family services 
which have brought young 
families to fill her church on 
Sundays. Living in the country 
can be hardest on the young but 
for our Young Door writer, the 
church offered a social as well 
as a spiritual life, and as for the 
vicar’s wife so often portrayed 
as a plastercast figure, ours turn- 
ed out to be a person in her own 
right. 

Optimism 

The DOOR’s view of the 
countryside may well have err- 
ed on the side of optimism. But 
PCCs throughout the Diocese 
are currently being asked to 
discuss and comment on Faith 
in the Countryside prior to its 
discussion at the Diocesan 
Synod in November. Some of 
the responses are bound to be 
negative ones for undoubtedly 
the Church in the countryside is 
going through a period of 
traumatic change. However, as 
parishes begin to take stock of 
themselves they may need to re- 
mind themselves that there is not 
only a great deal of faith in the 
countryside but also much cause 
for hope. 

Our call is to neighbourliness, 
to love, to compassion and 
mutual care. Our hope then is 
that our theology of creation, of 
person and of community will be 
persuasive, and will encourage 
departure from those other views 
of the environment and of the in- 
dividual, which are currently 
producing so many problems for 
our earth and our societies. 
(Faith in the Countryside, 2.48). - 
• Inside the DOOR: from Am- 
bridge to Little Linford — 
Countryside topics on pages 2, 
7, 8, 10, 11, 13 and 19. 


On a hilltop under 
the shadow of the 
high Himalayas, a 
cooperative makes rugs 

for one village 

These rugs are pure 
cotton, unbleached and 
not dyed, so they belong 
with any colourscheme. 
Quality is excellent; prices 
very attractive. 

Our shops consistently 
feature these and other 
home accessories from 
Africa, Asia, 

South America 

one village?^ 

The World Shop ^ 

WOODSTOCK OXFORDSHIRE 

REGENT ARCADE CHELTENHAM 


^ Sharing the Good News in the Decade of Evangelism 
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Heaven in the playground 


Photographs by Frank Blackwell show children of Grazeley 
School with (below) their head teacher , Janet Shurmer; (left) 
with the vicar, the Revd Peter Edwards , and (bottom) teacher 
Elaine Stobo. 




makes my job a lot easier. 

If you had asked me 30 years 
ago what heaven meant to me I 
would have given you a straight 
answer, but now I’m not so 
sure. When I think of heaven, 
I think of peace and tranquility, 
of ceaseless worship, where 
there is no more suffering and 
where we have learned to live 
with each other. There is a ^ 
little bit of heaven on earth. / 

A teacher: 

Elaine Stobo 

/ To me, the daily communal 
^ worship is an important fac- 
tor. Children at Grazeley School 
grow up to appreciate that a few 
moments of prayer are part of 
daily life — not just something 
you do in times of trouble or 
need. They also experience the 
joy of singing together, both 
traditional and modern hymns. 

We value our vicar’s informal 
visits. The children get to know 
him as a real person rather than 


day and do lots of exciting 
things. At the end of the day you 
can have a nice rest and go to 
sleep. The angels and God 
would keep guard all night and 
in the morning the angels would 
make bacon and eggs for you 
and they would be really tasty. ’ 

Lauren: ‘When you get to 
heaven everybody can do what 
they like. Mums, and Dads do 
not smack you or send you to 
bed.’ 

Christian: ‘It’s wonderful place 
with millions of animals like 
deer and rabbits and the lion 
shall lie down with the lamb. 
There will be all sorts of animals 
and people old and young, black 
and white and God on his 
throne.’ 

Samantha: ‘Jamie went to 
heaven. Jamie found lots of 
friends there. Their names were 
called Aunty Fan, Troy, Shep 
Shab, hamster, cat, kitten Gran- 
dad. When we go to bed we say 
to Jamie goodnight and when we 
get up we say to Jamie good 
morning.’ 

Samantha ’s baby brother , Jamie 
died recently in a cot death. 

The Editor is most grateful to 
the staff of Grazeley School for 
their help with this feature. 


God by Anna. 


Grazeley School 


England aided school. This 
means that the foundation gover- 
nors representing the Church 
are in the majority, and that the 
Diocese is responsible for out- 
side maintenance and repairs. 
Grazeley Parochial School also 
has a particularly good relation- 
ship with the local vicar, the. 
Revd Peter Edwards, who visits 
regularly — on an informal 
basis or to take an assembly. 
Mother's day, harvest festival 
and Christmas services and 
numerous projects all take place 
in Holy Trinity Church, just 
across the common. 

The Head Teacher: 

£ We have a Christian 
assembly every day. The 
children take it sometimes with 
the parents joining in once a 
month. We don’t actually teach 
doctrine as such, but the whole 
time we are learning to live 
together and to care for one 
another. The door is always 
open and the parents are part of 
the school. 

The children are not angels by 
any means, and I wouldn’t want 
them to be; but I feel they get 
a good start here. Everybody’s 
accepted and everybody has 
their good points, and hopeful- 
ly we build on those. When 


visitors come in, the children 
just act naturally. 

In a small school like this 
you’ve got to learn to get on well 
with everybody. Whereas in a 
big school half the children 
would never get the chance to be 
involved in things, here they all 
play a part and they benefit 
when they go on to the next 
school. 

The ethos of a Church School 
is different from a County 
School and I do have the feel- 
ing that God is working through 
a variety of people and situa- 
tions. You might be uptight one 
day and think you’ll never cope, 
but it always seems to work out 
in the end, even though you may 
have to rethink your priorities. 

The children think of heaven 
as being above the bright blue 
sky, in the fluffy clouds, but I 
don’t think that. I feel that it’s 
all around you whether you’re 
standing by the seashore, on a 
mountain, or even in our 
playground here at Grazeley^ 
school. s 

The Vicar: 

Peter Edwards 

/ It’s great when I go down to 
* Reading to shop and the 
children from the school come 
up and say: ‘Hello vicar’. It 


just a strangely-clad figure on 
the chancel steps; someone who 
watches telly, walks the dog and 
has a bad cold from time to time. 

In a Church school anyone — 
pupils and teachers alike — can 
make references to God, Jesus, 
the Bible, Christianity in a com- 
pletely unihibited way, if and 
when the occasion arises. Our 
young people from Grazeley 
School may not grow up to be 
churchgoers, but if in later years 
a new interest in Christianity 
awakens in them, they won’t 
feel afraid to go along to a 
church. It won’t be a step in ^ 
the dark. J 

Lower Juniors 
(aged 6-8) 


and evil God gets very angry 
and will proberly (sic) send them 
somewhere nasty when that evil 
person is dead. But if people are 
good they will go to a nice place 
called heaven.’ 

Jackie: ‘I think God’s place is 
pretty, the place where God and 
his son lives and where they go 
to bed.’ 

Anna: ‘Heaven must be a land 
of love waiting above. I hope 
soon I go up there.’ 

Gareth: ‘God will be greeting 
you when you arrive here. You 
can have lots of fun. Dinner will 
be at six o’clock.’ 

Robert: ‘Heaven is a big castle 
in the country surrounded by 
fields where nobody fights and 
you don’t have to do any work. ’ 


Thomas: ‘God is good and nice. 
His face has a moustache.’ 

Anna: ‘When he is angry he 
shouts very loud, and when he 
is nice he cares for people. I 
hope he comes to see me one 
day.’ 

Claire: ‘God is 700 years old 
and wears blue and orange 
trousers.’ 

Colin: ‘He has a halo above his 
head. And he has clothes on. 
And a cloak on.’ 


Rebecca: ‘It will have a gate 
that you go through and Jesus 
will be there to meet you, and 
God. And there will be my 
grampy and the rules are not to 
be horrible to anyone and not to 
cut down trees and not to be 
greedy.’ 

Leanne: ‘I think there will be an 
angel who is in charge and will 
show you round and she will be 
called Snowy. There will be 
clouds to jump on and a place 
to sit down and rest.* 


Rebecca: ‘You have to have a 
pass to get to heaven. You never 
squabble. There are houses 
made of clouds. There are fairs 
and parks. They have no rob- 
bers. God has a silver palace. 
You can visit God whenever you 
want.’ 


Deborah: ‘It’s a place where 
there is lots of clouds and you 
can sit down on them without 
sinking. When you want music 
you ask some angels to sing.’ 


Katie: ‘I think heaven is a nice 
place where it’s hot and sunny. 
You could go to the beach every 


Grazeley Parochial School for 
5-11 year-olds was founded in 
1861 with money given by a cer- 
tain Mr Merry. It has 85 pupils, 
and two full-time and three part- 
time teachers led by the 
headteacher , Janet Shurmer. 

Though the village of 
Grazeley is only 15 minutes by 
car from the centre of Reading, 
it is essentially rural in 
character. The school is almost 
surrounded by open countryside 
and last term a group of children 
walked to a nearby farm to 
watch some lambs being bom. 

There is an unusually active 
parents ’ association, whose con- 
tributions have included an 
adventure playground and a 
heated swimming pool, A group 
of parents also converted the old 
school house into a modem ex- 
tension, and in 1985 their work 
won a Berkshire environmental 
award. 

The school is one of the few 
in the Diocese to retain the title 
‘ parochial ' though it is official- 
ly designated as a Church of 


Katie: ‘God is kind and loving 
and looks after us when we need 
help. But when somebody is bad 


Stuart: ‘It is a sunny place with 
shops and food and you don’t 
have to pay and you can stay in 
bed.’ 



ROOFING 


94 Southview Avenue 
Caversham, Reading, 
Berks. RG4 OBB. 
Tel: (0734) 567289. 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

FLAT ROOFING PROBLEMS? 


A typical 12ft x 12ft roof can cost as little as £200 which includes: 

★ All your existing roof removed ★ A brand new three layer built-up felt 
roofing system fixed, with a mineral finish — to the full British Standard 

★ A full ten year guarantee against leakage (without all that small print) 

★ Quality workmanship — next to none ★ A full detailed quotation — 
without obligation. 

slipin’ and a slidin’ . . . 

SLATE & TILE REPAIRS 

We also specialise in slate and tile repairs — guttering and general roofing 
maintenance. Again we are not afraid to quote you some prices. For in- 
stance on a terraced house replacing or re-fixing up to 15 slates is a fixed 
price of only £77.50 exclusive. 

WE ALWAYS REMEMBER OUR BEST 
INTEREST LIES IN YOUR BEST INTEREST 

TEL: READING 567289 

VAT registration number: 438 2729 31 


The "Plelbury" Hotel 
for the Disabled 

CRANBORNE ROAD, SWANAGE, DORSET 
Telephone: Swanage (0929) 422477 

The Melbury Private Hotel is a delightful, friendly hotel. It is within 
easy reach of the holiday attractions at Swanage — just three minutes 
from the sea, the shops and the theatre. 

It has a pleasant dining room with an exccellent standard of cuisine. In 
the three spacious lounges, colour television and bar facilities are 
available. A variety of entertainment from coach outings to sing-songs, 
bingo to threate visits are organised. All bedrooms have hot and cold 
running water. The hotel has its own car park, free to guests. 
FACILITIES FOR GUESTS: 

1. Wide entrance doors on level ground. 

2. All internal doors minimum 30" wide. 

3. Dining Room and Lounges on ground floor with access to ground 
floor toilets and bathroom. 

4. Licensed bar. 

5. Lifts for wheelchairs to first floor and second floor for more able 
guests. 

6. Bedrooms: 6 ground floor and 13 first floor rooms suitable for 
wheelchairs and disabled. Second floor bedrooms for more able guests. 

7. Delightful gardens and patios expressly designed for your enjoyment. 

8. Open all year — reduced out of season rates — Christmas and New 
Year festive packages a speciality. 

9. Ambulance with wheelchair lift for outings. Loaned by the 
TRANSAID TRUST. 

10. Sat/TV available. 

28th April and 5th May. Return coach pickup from Rectory Road, 
Oxford. 


THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldate, Oxford 0X1 1 RB 
Tel: 2446S4 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, etc. Candles, 
Communion Wine, Altar Breads, 

Church Stationery. 


ALLAN WARDLE mbhi 

All types of dock restoration and 
repair , including dial and case repairs. 

Specialising in Long case (Grandfather) 

Carriage and Striking clocks 

Collection and delivery available. 
Ickford (0844) 339445 
(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 

Chapel Cottage , Sheldon Road 
Ickford , Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks , HP18 9HY 
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Four new canons are named 


The Bishop of Oxford has named four new Honorary Canons of 
Christ Church who will be installed later this year. They are: 

The Revd Cavell Cavell-Northam, who was bom in the Diocese 
and worked as a land agent in Thame before his ordination. His 
parish at Stony Stratford was one of the first areas of Milton Keynes 
to be developed, and from 1968-77 he served on the Milton Keynes 
Executive Co-ordinating Committee. He has been a member of 
numerous Diocesan boards and committees. 

The Revd Martin Chadwick, Vicar of Charlbury, who is no 
stranger to Christ Church. One of his three daughers is currently 
an undergraduate there and he is a former Chaplain to the Deans 
and Canons. His ministry has included parishes in London and on 
the edge of Salisbury Plain, and for 12 years he has been Rural 


Dean of Chipping Norton. A gifted violinist, he also has a great 
interest in the “innards of computers”. 

The Revd Ken Humphreys who was ordained in Christ Church 
Cathedral 25 years ago, and has remained in the Diocese ever since. 
A former Rural Dean of Sonning, his parish of California is a new 
one with a school as its main worship centre. He is an experienced 
counsellor who trains clergy and laity in counselling skills. 

The Revd Bill Whiffen, who with six grandchildren, is the 
doyen of the four. In 1957 he and his wife Joyce went to South 
India to serve with the Church Missionary Society. Now Priest in 
Charge of Seer Green and Jordans, he has retained his missionary 
connections and is setting up the Oxford Diocesan Partnership in 
World Mission. After ten years on the General Synod, he founded 
the Christian Ethical Investment Group. 


Thame wins through — 
an answer to prayer 


St Mary’s Church, Thame, is 
almost certain to get formal per- 
mission to go ahead with a con- 
troversial reordering plan of the 
building and a new undercroft. 

“What staggers me is that 
there were no formal objections 
when the citation was posted — 
yet there were plenty of letters 
beforehand” said the Secretary 
of the Diocesan Advisory Com- 
mittee, Mary Saunders, in an in- 
terview with the Church Times. 
“We are thrilled with the result, 
and do actually believe it was an 
answer to prayer”, said the Rec- 
tor, the Revd Chris Neal. 

The plans provide space for a 
parish office, a meeting room, 
a library and for the 100-strong 
Junior Church which currently 
meets in a nearby cricket 
pavillion. Inside the existing 
building, regarded as one of the 
finest 13th century churches in 
the Diocese, the present Vic- 
torian pews will be replaced by 
seats in a circular pattern around 
a fixed nave altar. The new ac- 
commodation is much needed 
because of the church’s rapid 
expansion. 

Formal approval has yet to be 
given by the Diocesan 
Chancellor Peter Boydell, but at 
a Consistory Court hearing on 
March 14 held in St Mary’s, he 
let it be known that a faculty was 
almost certain to be granted, 
though some details still had to 
be agreed. 

The PCC looked for quality 
rather than economy, and from 
the start involved local people in 
the progress of the scheme. 
Their architect is Bob McGuire, 
who worked on the reordering 
of St George’s Chapel, Wind- 
sor, and once his “Plans that 
Care” were completed they 
were circulated in an attractive 


brochure to every household in 
Thame. Consultation also began 
with the Diocesan Advisory 
Board. “It was a well thought 
out scheme, and the culmination 
of much hard work and 
thought” said the DAB’s chair- 
man, Hugo Brunner. 

It was also, he said, well 
argued on the day. Among those 
who presented the church’s case 
were Mrs Helena Fickling, who 
researched the history of the 
building and was able to show 
that St Mary’s had been radical- 
ly reordered at least three times 
over the centuries. 

Meanwhile, the people of St 
Mary’s will continue to pray. 
The total cost of the work is 
estimated to be about £600, 000 
of which half has still to be rais- 
ed. “Humanly speaking it looks 
impossible, but we have always 
seen this as a venture of faith. 
We have met regularly to pray 
about it but we regard this as 
much more than a building pro- 
ject. We pray that as the 
building is renewed so our wor- 
ship will be renewed and 
deepened.” Chris Neal said. 


Listening in 

The Diocese of Oxford (along 
with Lichfield) dipped its toe in- 
to the advertising world by run- 
ning an advertisement on Radio 
FOX FM on Good Friday and 
Holy Saturday, inviting people 
to come to Church on Easter 
Day. It was a national first, and 
was reported in the national 
press. 

Religious advertising on radio 
and television were allowed for 
the first time by the Broad- 
casting Act which came into 
force at the beginning of this 
year. 



hing higher 


“In the Cross is safety. In the Cross is life” said the Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Northampton quoting the words of 
Thomas £ Kemp Is in a moving ceremony on Good Friday, 
as the dome of the new Chruch of Christ the Cornerstone 
in Milton Keynes was crowned with its new cross. Also tak- 
ing part were the Right Revd Simon Burrows, the Bishop 
of Buckingham, and Church leaders from Milton Keynes. 
The 1.75 ton cross, which measures eight feet across, will 
be the highest point of the city’s skyline. It was designed and 
built from more than 200 separate pieces by the artist, 
metalsmith Alan Evans, and reminds us of Christ’s crown 
of thorns, Christ as Living Water and Christ within the Trini- 
ty of God. The church, due for completion early next year, 
is Britain’s first ecumenical city church. Five denominations 
will eventually worship under its roof. 


GLOBAL WINDOW 


So how green is our faith? 


“If Christians do not come up with prac- 
tical suggestions for an appropriate 
'green discipleship’, our words will be 
‘mere wind’,” said Archbishop George 
Carey at the WCC Assembly in 
February so he endorsed the Assembly 
theme: “Come Holy Spirit — Renew the 
Whole Creation”. 

In June 1992, a UN ‘Earth Summit’ 
will convene in Rio de Janeiro. In 
preparation the Observer and the In- 
ternational Institute for Environment 
and Development, recently hosted world 
leaders to debate ‘What on Earth is to 
be done?’; there were a number of youth 
delegates also present — from Latin 
America, the U.S.A., East and West 
Europe, China, Africa and the Pacific 
— armed with the strength of their con- 
victions, and undaunted by the challenge 
facing all nations today. However, the 
voice of ‘Faith’ was absent, with the ex- 
ception of the Dalai Lama. 

‘Creation’ is fundamental to Chris- 
tianity, and is the context of God’s deal- 
ings with his people; it was fundamental 
to the Apostolic Fathers and early Chris- 
tian apologists, and should be for us to- 
day. A theology of creation has been lost 
sight of ... we are ‘hung-up’ on 
metaphors of redemption, and salvation- 
seeking seen as “fleeing from the 
world”. Yet surely the Incarnation in- 


tensified God’s dealings with his crea- 
tion; creation is a venerable word. 
Scripture makes it clear that Incarnation 
and Redemption extend to the whole of 
creation. 

Faith and Environment must go 
together; there can be no justice and 
peace without care for the environment. 
In this Diocese, The ‘Faith & Environ- 
ment Group’ exists to make that connec- 
tion, in co-operation with Christian 
Church for One World. If your 
parish/deanery does not have an en- 
vironment committee-action group, con- 
sider starting one. We will be pleased to 
assist. 

At the Observerl\.\JE.D, Conference, 
Sir Shridath Ramphal said that most of 
the pollution from energy production 
and vehicle exhausts, which cause global 
warming, came from the West. Massive 
help was needed for the developing coun- 
tries if they were “to move beyond their 
hand-to-mouth existence, let along pro- 
vide for long-term sustainable 
development”. 

Sustainable development was a recur- 
rent theme, and presents a major 
challenge to Western citizens (and Chris- 
tian s) to learn to live more simply, so as 
to become part of the solution — which 
is in our interest too! Maurice Strong, 
head of Rio conference planning, called 


for “an Eco-Industrial Revolution, led 
by the developed world, to transform 
human society and enable economic 
policy to be driven by environmental 
considerations”. 

The Prince of Wales suggested that 
most will be done to protect the environ- 
ment in the local community: “The 
reconciliation of environmental protec- 
tion with economic advance essentially 
comes down to a mass of local pro- 
blems... Tackling poverty, hunger, 
homelessness and environmental 
degradation, wherever it is found in the 
world, is a true test of a civilised 
society”. 

Ultimately, “mankind is the en- 
dangered species”, said the youth 
delegates, but the poor suffer the effects 
of earth-in-crisis more than the rich. 
There is massive pollution of air, and 
and water; if we do not act soon, the pro- 
spect for our species and the marvellous 
world we inherited will be dim for our 
children and grand-children.” 

Reflection, prayer and action, from all 
Christians is necessary if we are to play 
our part in caring for our planet-home. 

Michael Crowther— Green 

The Revd Michael Crowther- Green.! * con- 
venor of the Faith and Environment Group 
in the Diocese. 


Churches in Further Education 

A mission to support 
staff and students 


Stress, redundancy and confu- 
sion were all words used by one 
speaker to describe the situation 
in Further Education, at a con- 
ference held on March 25 at The 
Windsor and Maidenhead Col- 
lege of Further Education. 

The conference, organised by 
the Diocesan Group for the 
Church in Further Education, 
was attended by representatives 
of most of the 16 FE Colleges 
in the Diocese, and by clergy 
associated with the colleges. The 
Principal of the College, John 
Kemp, spoke on the confused 
situation in Further Education. 
The Revd Clifford Jenkins 
spoke about a possible Christian 


response to the situation in the 
colleges. 

A working group will meet 
soon to suggest possible models 
of Christian involvement in the 
Further Education Colleges in 
our Diocese. “A good deal is 
done (particularly in Oxford!) 
for the two universities in our 
Diocese, and there is con- 
siderable Christian involvement 
in both secondary and primary 
schools. For the most part fur- 
ther education is virgin territory 
as far as the churches are con- 
cerned,” said the Revd Roland 
Meredith, chairman of the 
Diocesan Group on the Chur- 
ches in Further Education. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


New principal 

The Revd. Gill Sumner, who 
has run the Oxford Ar- 
chdeaconry Christian Training 
Scheme since 1989, has been 
appointed Associate Principal of 
the Oxford Ministry Course 
from September this year. 

Ordained in 1986, Gill 
Sumner has served in the parish 
of St. Andrew’s, Oxford and has 
lectured at Wycliffe Hall as well 
as for the Oxford Ministry 
Course, of which she has been 
part-time Vice-Principal for the 
past two years. “I am delighted 
at this appointment”, said 
Canon Vincent Strud wick, the 
Principal. “We have increasing 
numbers of men and women 
training for ordination and to 
have a full-time colleague will 
make a great deal of difference 
to the quality of the Course”. 

It is expected there will be for- 
ty students, including some from 
the United Reformed Church, in 
the autumn. 

Churches and 
poverty 


Sunderland, which the Oxford 
Diocese supports. 

The Conference is at St 
Augustine’s School, Oxford, 
from 10pm-4pm, and is organis- 
ed by the Board of Social 
Responsibility in association 
with the Diocesan Institute. 

Places at the conference, 
which is free, are being offered 
first to those who were Church 
Urban Fund Parish and Deanery 
Promoters. Others are welcome 
if places are available. For fur- 
ther information, or to reserve 
a place, please contact Dorothy 
Fox at Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 
ONB. Telephone (0865) 244566 
Ext. 225. 

Help for the 
Kurds 

Christian Aid made two grants 
in April to help the refugees, 
mostly Kurds, who are attemp- 
ting to flee Iraq. Some £50,000 
went to the Middle East Council 
of Churches for relief supplies, 
and a £25,000 emergency grant 
was sent to the Kurdish Relief 
Association. Christian Aid 
Week is May 13-18 . (See page 
6 ). 


On Saturday June 15, Christians 
in the Diocese have a chance to 
come together to look at prac- 
tical responses their churches 
can make to poverty. 

Frank Field, MP, who chairs 
the all-party House of Commons 
Select Committee on Social Ser- 
vices , and Bishop Richard will 
be two of the principle speakers. 
The third speaker is Yvonne 
Fife, who works for the 
Benedict Biscop Project in 


Pet blessing 

The Blue Cross animal welfare 
society is holding a Pets’ Service 
at 3.00pm, on May 12 the last 
day of National Pet Week, at St 
John’s Church, Burford. The 
service will be conducted by the 
Vicar, the Revd. Michael 
Tingle, at the west door of the 
church, and families are invited 
to bring their pets with them for 
a blessing. 


P ARKHOUS17 
ROOFINGH/ 

WATERPROOFING SPECIALIST 
ON FLAT & CORRUGATED 
ROOFS 

• ALL MATERIALS USED TO 
BS747 STANDARD • 


• ALSO HIGH PERFORMANCE 
FELTS • 



BASINGSTOKE 


( 0256 ) 840103 
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AQUA FUN CENTRE 


The indoor leisure complex has a heated pool with fountains, flume 
slide, fun play area, fish and chip shop and The Red Dragon Pub all 

under one roof. 

All this will certainly make it a holiday to remember. 

SELF CATERING HOLIDAY VILLAS 

THREE BEDROOMS, COLOUR TV, SHOPS, TWO NIGHT CLUBS 


Camarthen Bay Holiday Centre 


J I ruutV 

M 


From only £80 p.w. for six persons 

ESTUARY HOLIDAYS 

12 Gian Tywi, Uchaf, 

Ferryside, Dyfed SA17 5TJ 

Tel: (0267) 267757 

*A small charge may be made by the 
Aquafun Centre for the use of their facilities 




MUSIC IN WORSHIP TRUST (Oxon) 

ANNE LLNSTRl M 
IN CONCERT 

FRIDAY 
17th NAY 1991 
7:45pm 

BREATHE LIFE INTO 
YOCR VOICE! 

A day course for singers 
Led by Anne Linstrum 

SATURDAY 
18th NAY 1991 
10am-4.30pm 

Full details from: 

PAUL HERRINGTON on 
(0865) 730834 


ikJr-- 

F or choosing Siloam as your 
channel of Christian love 
to help those in need in 
Portugal, Romania, Africa and 
India. Without your prayers 
and generous support this 
ministry could not continue. 



" Helping Poor Children 
in Portugal " 


* SILOAM 

SILOAM CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES 
5, Clarendon Place, 
Leamington Spa CV32 5AG 

If you would like to know more about our 
ministry, and how you can be involved, fill 
in the coupon below for a copy 
of our free magazine. 


NAME .... 
ADDRESS . 


DECADE OF EVANGELISM. 
-\RURJ\L CHURCH THJNJqN.^ of MISSIOM! 

THINK ... . .MISSION, for CHRIST— F^UR£L EVAN^EUSA^ 
gUESTUNCj LOT " 


HASTINGS 
TIE L: 0%ZI* 


3E, / A\ARmi£AU LANE, 

ST SUSSEX, TKL33 5jDS. 
612331* 

W EXIST TO HELP YOU SHARE 
YOUR EATTH WITH YOUR COMJViUMl TV 


Highlands ~J ERSEY 


“ for the best in Christian hospitality . . 




★ Daily Guest Speaker Ministry 

★ En-suite facilities all bedrooms 

★ Heated outdoor swimming pool 


★ Families welcomed 

★ Season MAY-OCTOBER 

★ Fully inclusive travel arranged 


HIGHLANDS HOTEL- Corbiere St.Brelade- 
Jersey JE3 8HN Channel Islands - Tel (0534) 44288 


The task of our 
new Archbishop 



Photo: Peter Barker 


Even before his enthronement on April 19 George 
Carey had become a controversial figure. But do we 
ask too much of our Archbishop of Canterbury, asks 
James Cobban. 


THE 103rd Archbishop in line 
faces what many would describe 
as an impossible job. Broadly 
speaking, you can identify six 
different aspects of it. 

The first of these is. the basic 
one of being a bishop! The Ar- 
chbishop of Canterbury is the 
supremo of a large diocese 
which is going to be even more 
important and demanding with 
Europe next door and the Chan- 
nel Tunnel snaking its way 
through the middle of it. Of 
course, he has suffragans to help 
him — more particularly the 
Bishop of Dover — but it is with 
the diocese that the buck finally 
stops. 

The public knows the Ar- 
chbisop rather better as the head 
of the Church of England. As 
such, to put it crudely, he has to 
keep the show together. One of 
the glories of this motley pilgrim 
army to which we are proud to 
belong is that while we are all 
agreed on essentials, there re- 
mains a vast field of belief 
to which we admit that we 
don’t know. Most of 
die of that triangle of forces. 
Catholic, Evangelical, Liberal, 
and it is from this centre that the 
Archbishop has to give us the 
kind of leadership that is based 
on agreement and consensus 
rather than on edict — a leader- 
ship which has nothing to do 
with spineless sitting on the 
fence of which Archbishop Run- 
cie was frequently, and unfair- 
ly, accused. 

This task is complicated by 
the fact that the Church is now 
committed to a system of alter- 
native government based on the 
Synods. The idea of giving the 
ordinary clergy, and the laity, a 
say in things is admirable. But 
we remain an episcopal church. 
This dual system produces its 
own tensions. It is the job of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, in 
partnership with his brother of 


York, to make sure that it 
works. 

The Archbishop is also the 
head of the national Church. 
There is a much stronger case 
for Establishment than many 
people think. But what matters 
is that it is THERE. The or- 
dinary Englishman may not go 
to church very often, but he 
would not like to think of an 
England in which the Church 
did not exist, in which there was 
no parson to whom he could turn 
as of right when the chips were 
down. At a higher level, the Ar- 
chbishop has the daunting 
privilege of playing the leading 
role at national occasions (with 
luck he will escape a corona- 
tion). He also has the continu- 
ing duty of speaking for the 
Church to the people, and if nec- 
cessary to the Government. 

Spokesman 

Then there is his role as 
spokesman of the Church of 
England in its relations with the 
Roman Church and the Free 
Churches in this country, with 
other Churches throughout the 
world. Ever since Geoffrey 
Fisher made his historic visit to 
the Pope some 30 years ago — 
the first such contact for nearly 
six hundred years — successive 
archbishops have done much to 
foster good relations with Rome. 
We may be sure that George 
Carey will continue this policy, 
without in any way compromis- 
ing the claims of the Church of 
England to be an authentic part 
of the universal Church. 

And lastly, the Archbishop is 
the acknowledged leader of the 


Anglican Communion through- 
out the world — that many- 
coloured, many-tongued collec- 
tion of completely independent 
Churches, all of them alike 
catholic and reformed, which 
look to Canterbury for guidance. 
Every 10 years all the hundreds 
of bishops in this world-wide 
communion are invited to 
Canterbury to what is known as 
the Lambeth Conference. The 
last Conference in 1988 owed 
much of its success to the 
warmth and wisdom of Robert 
Runcie’s leadership. 

Problems 

By definition we can’t say 
what unexpected problems will 
come along to complicate 
George Carey’s primacy. 
(Robert Runcie may well have 
scored on his heart the names of 
Gareth Bennett and Terry 
Waite.) But we can identify 
some of the issues which may 
cause him headaches. An ob- 
vious one is the ordination of 
women. Whatever the ultimate 
decision, he will have a major 
role to play in the process of 
reconciliation. 

So George Carey will have 
plenty on his plate. Has he got 
what it takes? I think he has. But 
he will need our continued 
prayers. 

James Cobban 

Sir James Cobban is the former 
headmaster of Abingdon School. 
For 20 years he was also a 
member of the General Synod. 
Now retired, he lives in 
Salisbury where he contributes 
regularly to our friend the 
Salisbury Link. 
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Gift of God's presence 


THE group of rural families 
whom I visited on a recent trip 
to Brazil with the Anglican 
Justice and Peace Network were 
desperately poor. But what 
struck us, less than their pover- 
ty, was their dignity. The earth 
floor was swept, the clothes that 
the children wore were clean, 
the pots shining. A young mar- 
ried woman acting as a 
spokesperson for the group told 
how, when one family’s hut 
burnt down, all the 
families rallied round to provide 
for their needs. 

Representatives of the Chur- 
ches of the developed world who 
met these families resolved to 
try to do something about 
immediate needs. So on my 
return, with the consent of the 
Bishop’s Council, I sent a 
que for £10,000 out of 
Diocesan Outreach Fund. This, 
together with other contribu- 
tions, will go a significant way 
towards building houses and 
digging a well. 

The problem, however, is 
more intractable than this. For 
though Brazil is the 
richest country in the 
terms of G.N.P. , there are now 
more than 6,000,000 landless 
people and 16,000,000 aban- 
doned children, some of them 
targets for gangs who shoot 
them as they might vermin. The 
reason for this terrible state is 
complex; it includes corrupt 
governments, military dictator- 
ships, wealthy elites, the misuse 
of aid, the flight of capital, ram- 
pant inflation, low commodity 
prices and so on. But we cannot 
escape the fact that the interna- 
tional economic and political 
system is a major contributory 
factor, especially the crushing 
burden of debt. 

There is much that we can and 
must do for the world’s poor. 
No less, though, there is much 
that we can receive from them. 
It was not for nothing that Our 
Lord said: “Blessed are the 
poor’’. When we arrived to 
meet this rural community, they 
greeted us with a banner, a pro- 
cession, songs, many of them 
expressing faith in God, and lit- 


Bishop Richard, using soap brought back as a gift from his 
trip to Brazil, washes the feet of members of the congrega- 
tion during a Maundy Thursday service at St Mary the 
Virgin, Kidlington. 


tie bunches of flowers. Each one 
of us received a tiny handmade 
card with the words in Por- 
tuguese on it: “In these small 
gifts is the presence of God”. 

Their faith, dignity, 
courageous struggle and sense of 
solidarity, one with another, is 
something from which we can 
all learn. One small sign of this 
was the primitive soap which 
they tried to make once a month 
from animal fat in the hope of 
being able to sell it. 

For me it was a reminder of 
two things. First, the dignity of 
the poor from whom we have so 
much to receive. Secondly, their 
needs which we can do so much 


to meet, especially the poor of 
the developing world, of whom 
there are now 800,000,000 liv- 
ing at or below starvation level. 

For these millions this is 
literally a question of life or 
death. For those of us who are 
believers it is a matter of Chris- 
tian obedience to the Lord who 
invites us to follow him into the 
banks, stock exchanges and 
commodity markets of the World 
to make the system serve the 
people. 
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The Bishop of Oxford 


World Council of Churches, Canberra 

Come Holy Spirit 


THE World Council of Chur- 
ches (WCC) is the largest forum 
of Protestant and Orthodox 
Churches in the world. When it 
meets in full assembly, it has 
almost 1,000 people represen- 
ting its member churches. The 
seventh assembly was held in 
Canberra Australia from 
February 7-21. 

The theme was Come Holy 
Spirit — Renew Your Creation. 
The best part of the assembly, 
for many people, was the small 
discussion groups in which 
assembly members discussed 
aspects of the person and work 
of the Holy Spirit. There was a 
strong focus on the work of the 
Spirit in Creation, and its im- 
plications for ecology. Another 
topic was the way in which the 
Spirit creates unity. 

Disagreement 

There was some disagreement 
on the relation between the Ho- 
ly Spirit and the ‘spirit’ of 
cultures and the spirit world. A 


THERE was a world flavour to 
it all . Colourfully clothed 
delegates from Ghana and 
Nigeria rubbed shoulders with 
long gowned priests of the 
Greek and Orthodox Churches 
Young people were visibly pre- 
sent acting as stewards — they 
had come from the Caribbean , 
India , South America and 
Europe . . . The experience of' 
sharing daily prayer in this 
huge assembly always directed 
to the Holy Spirit was a very 
powerful act of faith and unity. 

The Assembly was a time of 
prayer and reflection , a time to 
know the barriers we all put to 
reconciling power of the spirit. 

The Assembly was a time of 
unity — the unity already 
achieved in our common faith 
that Jesus is Lord and a long- 
ing for the fullness of unity in 
the Spirit. 

The Assembly was a call to 
commitment to the Gospel to 
work for a peace based on 
justice — a call to receive the 


hopeful sign is that one docu- 
ment of the assembly asked for 
greater participation of Pente- 
costal Christians in the life and 
work of the WCC to help with 
this. 

The Australian setting of the 
Assembly was most enjoyable. 
The Assembly lived in a univer- 
sity campus, worshipped in one 
of the world’s largest tents, and 
was bussed across to the Na- 
tional Convention Centre. 

The Aboriginal Australians 
made a number of presentations 
on their need for equality. It was 
unfortunate that the work of 
Christians among them was 
generally denigrated, and that 
the case of Aborigines for 
equality was largely put by non- 
Christians. Aboriginal Chris- 
tians pointed out to me that for 
all the mistakes, had it not been 
for the Christians the Aborigines 
would have been wiped out. 

The Bishop of Oxford would 
have had a hard time at the 
Assembly, but would have had 
an important contribution to 


gifts of the Spirit and so be part- 
ners in renewing the whole 
creation. 

Maureen Farrell 

Sister Maureen Farrell FCJ is a 
Roman Catholic religious. Since 
1987, she has been a member of 
the ministerial team at the 
ecumenical Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone in Milton Keynes. 
I ATTENDED the Pre- 
Assembly Youth Event where 
300 of us were able to share our 
common concerns as young 
people. It was an inspiring and 
enlightening event. We produc- 
ed a report for the main 
Assembly expressing our par- 
ticular concerns about the 
issues which faced the Church 
in the world. We were very con- 
cerned that the Churches were 
fading to respond to the recom- 
mendation that more young 
people should be involved in the 
churches. 

Matthew Lawson 
Matthew Lawson is an ordinand 
from the parish of Olney. 


make. A major issue was the 
developing of a response to the 
Gulf War. It has to be said that 
the overall assembly response 
was a basic pacifist response, 
and at one stage it looked as if 
it also had no Christian rationale 
even for the police using some 
force to keep law and order. 
British speakers were the only 
ones to argue for a ceasefire 
linked to an Iraqi withdrawal 
from Kuwait, and they had to 
listen to many condemnations. 

Strong words 

If the Bishop of Oxford had 
felt compelled to speak forceful- 
ly on the topic he would not 
have been unique in using strong 
words. But, in fact, the plenary 
debates in the last few days were 
sometimes conducted in a spirit 
of anger, largely because there 
had not been enough time allow- 
ed for delegates to discuss issues 
first in detail. The Bishop of 
Bristol said to me that he would 
be surprised if the WCC held its 
assembly in that way again. The 
time has been eaten up by set- 
piece presentations on subjects 
the WCC staff wanted to educate 
the assembly participants in. 
Some participants felt that at that 
level of world gathering, if peo- 
ple were not aware of die issues 
they should not have been sent 
to take part. 

The challenge of the assembly 
to us is to continue to work for 
unity among Christians, and to 
learn more from Pentecostal 
Christians about their ex- 
perience of the Holy Spirit. At 
the time of writing I am schedul- 
ed to go to Spring Harvest 
Christian holiday week just 
before Easter, where the theme 
will also be the Holy Spirit, and 
I know of one Church of 
England bishop who took the 
teaching material from Spring 
Harvest with him to read at Can- 
berra. It will be interesting to 
compare the two events. 

v Christopher Sugden 
The Revd Christopher Sugden is 
Registrar of the Oxford Centre 
for Mission Studies. 



THE ROCHESTER 
CHMNEY $WS>S 
FESTIVAL 


4th to 6th MAY 1991 
A spectacle of 
traditional dance 
and song. 


ROCHESTER 


w c! iy 

turn 


Ul*ON MKDYVAY 



30 MAY <0 91 


- 2 JUNE 


For further details: 

Phone: (0634) 843666 Quoting Ref: (T.W.) or write to 
Tourist Information Centre, Eastgate Cottage, High Street, 
Rochester, Kent, ME1 1EW 


IF YOU DON’T 
BELIEVE YOUR 
PENSION 
WILL BE 
BIG ENOUGH, 
HAVE A 
LITTLE CHAT 
ABOUT THIS 



By the time we've talked you through 
this little book, you'll understand all about 
boosting your pension with our Allchurches 
regular savings scheme. 

Technically, it's known as a free-standing 
additional voluntary contribution plan. 

In layman's language, that means it lets 
you top up your normal pension - ideal if 
you started pension planning late, or you 
want a tax-efficient way to make sure 
you’re better off in retirement. 

Yet another good point about our plan 
is that part or all of your contributions can 
be invested in our Amity Fund, which 
invests only in companies conscious of 
their role in the community and responsi- 
bilities to the environment. 

You can contribute on a regular or lump 
sum basis, include life cover if you want, 
and enjoy tax relief on contributions at the 
highest rate you pay. So the plan can be 
tailored to your personal needs. 

If you’re in any doubt about your 
pension being big enough, now's the time 
to send for all the details, and put your 
mind at rest about life after work. 

The Allchurches Freestanding AVC Plan 
is unit-linked. Please remember that the 
price of units can fall as well as rise. 

PCI 

Allchurches Life 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

Send to: Allchurches Life. FREEPOST (GRI7I7). Beaufort House. 
Brunswick Road. Gloucester GLI I JZ. Please arrange for one of your 
representatives to call and explain the Allchurches Free Standing 
Additional Voluntary Contribution Plan WITHOUT OBLIGATION. 

Tick this box if you do not want to be contacted, but require 
literature Q 


_ Date of Birth_ 


Address. 


L 


Allchurches Life Assurance Ltd. Reg. No. 243 1 1 1 England Registered Office: Beaufort House Brunswick Road. Gloucester GLI I |Z. 
A member of the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group 

Members of LAUTRO IMRO and UTA Relevant Investment Business - Life Assurance and Unit Trusts 


i 
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Burford 
Oxfordshire. 
Tel: Burford 3006 


Wild 
Park 

A World of 
Wild Animals 


PI us: 

★ Adventure Playground 

★ Picnic Areas 
★ Woodland Walks 

★ Narrow Gauge Railway 

★ Brass Rubbing Centre 
it Bar & Restaurant 


In 200 beautiful acres of gardens and woodland 
OPEN DAILY from 10am to 6pm 
Midway between Oxford and Cheltenham 



THE MULTI-FAITH CENTRE 

Eleventh International 
Conference Workshop 
JUNE 30 - JULY 10, 1991 


“ What happens to Dialogue in Dialogue ” 

This highly sucessful annual forum is led by a Team which includes 
Prof Donald Nicholl, Rabbi Sidney Kay, Dr George Bebawi, Indarjit 
Singh, D L Sharma, Prof Khalid Alavi, Dr Rewata Dhamma, Dr Mary 
Hall and Prof John Hick. 


The 1991 Workshop includes lectures, seminars, group work, visits 
to synagogues, mosques, temples and centres, all combining to pro- 
vide a unique opportunity for people living in multi cultural and multi- 
faith environments to deepen their understanding of one another. 
For further information: 

THE CO-ORDINATOR. CONFERENCE WORKSHOP '91 

The Multi-Faith Centre. Harbourne Hall. Old Church Road. Harhorne. 
Birmingham B17 OBD. Telephone: (021) <27 1044 

CUT YOUR 
HEATING BILL 
by 50% * 


WITH A KIDD BOILER 


Any size from small parish church up to the largest cathedral. 
OIL or GAS 


The most cost-efficient central heating boilers in the world. 
Far less pollution too. 

i 


Write for full particulars: 

ARCHIE KIDD (THERMAL) LTD 
Seend, Melksham, Wilts SN12 6NX 
Telephone: (0380) 828123. 

Name: 



Address: 


Postcode: 

OIL □ GAS □ (please tick) 

Present load if known 

♦AVERAGE BTU/HR 


ViewPoint 

esigns 




4 WILLESLEY CLOSE, 
ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH, 
LEICESTERSHIRE, LE6 5QB 
Telephone: 0530 560007 


Exclusive high-quality 


PICTURE POSTCARDS 


produced from your own photographs 

CHURCHES - VICARAGES - VILLAGE SCENES 

Economic quantities - Various formats 


CONTACT US NOW FOR FURTHER DETAILS 



STONE CLEANING AND CONSERVATION 

Listed and Historic buildings, statues, 
monuments, marble, bronze. 

ALL INTERIOR STONE WORK 

Arches, Columns, windows, altars, fonts 
cleaned with great care and the minimum of 
disruption. 

Telephone: READING (0734) 412166 

M. J. Golding 


HALL BROS 

Tailors and Mercers 

Capes/Cassocks (made to measure, fitted on our premises). 
Stocks — Vestocks — Cottas 
Collars (Plastic or Linen) 

Shirts (Black, Grey or Blue) 

Academic Gowns, Hoods and Choir Robes 

Ready to wear Cassocks from £40. 

You can be assured of our personal attention to cut. fit, and qualify. 

Please call or telephone us at: 

119 HIGH STREET , OXFORD OX1 4BX 
TELEPHONE 242756 




Young fundraisers Abbey adventure 


Father Jack's 
long ministry 

PREBENDARY J. A. L. Arm- 
strong died on January 31 in 
hospital in Reading, after a short 
illness, aged 90. He and his wife 
Isabel moved to Tokers Green 
in 1982, having spent 50 years 
in the Diocese of Bath and Wells 
serving in various parishes with 
the Diocese. Soon after his ar- 
rival he found himself helping 
the Vicar of St John the Baptist, 
Kidmore End, and had prepared 
a sermon for the Sunday just 
before he died. 

His father was a priest for 60 
years, and his grandfather too. 
Father Jack’s ministry lasted 67 
years. In 1923 he was a curate 
in Bethnal Green, before joining 
the Brotherhood of the Good 
Shepherd in N.S.W., Australia, 
where he met his wife. She died 
last October. They returned to 
Somerset which was their home 
for the next 50 years. 

Three sons, Michael, Alan 
and Richard, all live within the 
Diocese of Oxforck with their 
families. 

S.L.A. 

Into Europe? 

IS YOUR parish/deanery twinn- 
ed with a church in Europe, or 
do you have regular contact with 
a church on the continent? If so 
please contact the Editor as soon 
as possible at Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey, Oxford 
OX2 0NB, 0865 244566. 


OVER a thousand primary age 
children from Berkshire, Buck- 
inghamshire and Oxfordshire 
will go to Dorchester Abbey, 
near Oxford, on Saturday May 
4 for a day’s fun supporting 
three adventure play projects. 

They will be greeted in the 
Abbey Grounds by clowns, and 
will take part in a host of ac- 
tivities and workshops centred 
around adventure play. They 
will learn how to make masks, 
how to use puppets, how to 
make simple toys, how to paint 
an enormous banner — and 
there will even be an enamel 
badge-making kiln in operation 
in the Abbey, for children to 
design their own badges. 

After a picnic lunch in the Ab- 
bey Grounds, there will be a col- 
ourful and unusual service in the 
Abbey at 2pm. Clowns will lead 
parts of the service, and the 
whole abbey will be decorated 
with helium-filled balloons 
tethered to pews. The Bishop of 
Oxford, the Rt Revd Richard 
Harries, will join the others in 
a dramatic story about dancing 
and weeping, performed by the 
whole congregation. 

The day will mark the climax 
of a huge operation by the 
children in their primary schools 
and Sunday schools to raise 


funds and support for three 
adventure play projects. The 
first is in Sunderland, where the 
Diocese of Oxford already has 
a link. The second is 
Southcourt, Aylesbury where 
the Revd Ron Hart (pictured 
above with a local helper) has 
been instrumental in setting up 
an adventure playground and is 
hoping to expand it to provide 
extra structures. The third is the 
Thames Valley Adventure 
Playground in Taplow, which is 


specially geared to children with 
special needs. 

To raise money, the children 
coming to Dorchester Abbey 
have been following special pro- 
jects and raising money in the 
communities from which they 
come. For example, one group 
in Newport Pagnell has raised 
about £200 through a sponsored 
walk. 

In a letter to the children of 


the Diocese the Bishop of Ox- 
ford says: “It is good to be able 
to play and learn in surroundings 
which are a challenge, but which 
are basically safe. Some 
children have special needs in 
order to enjoy play. So what bet- 
ter than to provide for 
everyone’s needs by supporting 
an adventure playgroup? Again, 
as last year, we want to raise lots 
of money for our project 
‘Adventure Playground’. Will 
you help?’’ 


Tomorrow, as well as today 


AS I write this in mid- April, it seems that we are 
surrounded by death. The daily reporting of the 
plight of the Kurds fleeing the violence in Iraq 
brings us horrific stories — three small children 
watching in bewilderment as their mother dies, 
mass hunger, lack of shelter, and fear. 

And it is not only the aftermath of the Gulf war 
which brings such stories, for the effects of war 
and drought in Sudan and Ethiopia, and the 
hunger in Angola, Mozambique and Liberia tell 
of death and the struggle barely to live. 

In the midst of such suffering and death, Chris- 
tian Aid’s response is in the form of the sort of 
emergency aid with which our work is most 
readily associated. So, for example, through our 
main partner in the Gulf, the Middle East Coun- 
cil of Churches, Christian Aid is supplying food, 
medicines, blankets, and shelter materials for 
Iraqi refugees. 

The Christian Aid week theme this year refers 
not just to this vital life-saving work, however. 
For most of Christian Aid’s work is in long term 
development, helping people not simply to sur- 
vive, but to live more fully. As one of the two 
development agencies in association with the 
Council of Churches of Britain and Ireland (the 
other is CAFOD), Christian Aid believes that all 
people, as beloved children of God, should have 
an opportunity to enjoy abundant life. This life, 
which Jesus called eternal life, is not just “life 
after death”, but is a quality of life which begins 
now. 

It is the life which I saw in the eyes of a Chris- 
tian Aid partner from Guatemala recently. She 
had led her country because of the violence prac- 
tised against indigenous peoples and others there. 
Now, in Mexico, she is working with other 
Guatemalan refugees, helping them to work 
through the appalling things which have happened 
to them and to find life and a livelihood again. 
It is this life, in all its fullness, which Christian 
Aid’s work seeks to encourage through projects 
related to agriculture and health and technical 


training and community development, as well as 
through emergency relief. 

In the words of Desmond Tutu: 

“Goodness is stronger than evil. 

Love is stronger than hate. 

Light is stronger than darkness. 

Life is stronger than death. 

Victory is ours through Him who loved us.” 

Helen Stanton 

Helen Stanton is Christian Aid Area Secretary for 
Oxfordshire and Berkshire (Tel: 0865-251222). 
Moussa Conteh is Area Secretary for Bucks (Tel: 
0908 261352). 


Obituary 


CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
OXFORD 

VOICE TRIALS will be held on Saturday, 4th May 1991 
for boys between seven and nine to sing in the Cathedral 
Choir. 

Please write to the Headmaster, Christ Church Cathedral 
School, with a scholarship of £2,769-£2,898 per annum. 

Please write to: The Headmaster, Christ Church 
Cathedral School, 3 Brewer Street, OXFORD OX1 1QW. 
Tel; 0865 242561. 


STOKE ROW 

STEAM RALLY & FAYRE 

Saturday 8th & Sunday 9th June 
near Nuffield, South Oxon 

• Traction Engines • Vintage Vehicles • 
• Sideshows • Stalls • Craftstands • 
• Refreshments • Licensed Bar • 




FLAT FOR SALE 
NORTH OXFORD 

South facing studio flat in co-ownership, sheltered 
housing scheme. Spacious living room with bedroom 
recess, hall, kitchen and bathroom, fitted wardrobe 
and ample cupboard space. Facilities on the premises 
include a restaurant, guest rooms and a fully equip- 
ped laundry. 

For further details contact the Administrator: 

Telephone: OXFORD 510334 


DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND CONCELEBRATION SIZES 
WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL 
and UK STOCKISTS of 
NEW SEALED EDGE WAFERS 
VINO SANTODENS, COMMUNION WINE 
Amber Wine, solely for Altar use 

Price Lists and details on request from: 

*1 y - F. A. DUMONT LTD. High Street. Lyminge 

C\^f ) / /tnrtVjt Folkestone. Kent CTI8 8EL. Tel: (0303 ) 863193 
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Keeping God in Ambridge 


ONE of the keys to the success of The 
Archers is its careful research. Whether 
David and Phil are discussing pigs, or Jill 
and Tom are talking about the possibility 
of losing their resident vicar, it is impor- 
tant to get the facts right. The Revd Jeremy 
Martineau, its religious adviser, takes us 
behind the microphone of Britain’s best lov- 
ed radio programme. 


The Archers is written by a team of writers who 
have a varied experience of the Church, and even 
the scripts are affected by the actors’ own feel- 
ings about the Church’s role in the community. 
Yes, Tom really is reactionary and conservative. 
Whoops! Dealing with actors is really schizoid, 
as I find it difficult to know sometimes whether 
I am talking to the person or the character. 

The extent of my influence depends on the at- 
titude of the editor/producer, and just at the mo- 
ment we have a very good acting editor. I am 
impressed, too, by the extent of religious faith 
in the acting profession — although this 
sometimes emerges in the form of superstition 
rather than Christianity; just like the general 
population, I suppose. 

I still remember with great satisfaction the 
scene when Vicar Richard had a deep conversa- 
tion with Lucy as she was beginning to be more 
assertive as a teenager with ‘bad’ feelings about 


her stepmother. He encouraged her to vent her 
feelings against the forgiving noise of the river 
flowing by. That was good pastoral counselling. 

I try to get the writers to present the current 
issues in the rural Church, but there are so many 
we could perhaps do with our own soap. Writers 
are like other people in that they find it difficult 
to think of the Church apart from the vicar, but 
we are grappling at the moment with the develop- 
ment of the role of the laity both during the in- 
terregnum (inappropriate word) and when the 
new vicar comes. Watch this space! Will it be 
a woman? Or an NSM? Or is there further 
pastoral reorganisation to come? 

I hope that you, dear listener, approved of the 
constructive way we disposed of Vicar Jerry, by 
having him return to Africa to use his agricultural 
as well as his priestly skills for the benefit of 
Mozambique. 

The internal politics of radio programming, 
budgeting and so on even influence the way 
stories are developed. Some days my office 
receives an urgent call for approval of a script 
due to be recorded next day, and sometimes slip- 
page means an error gets through, and then com- 
plaints are received. 


I did enjoy the episode when Tony, slightly in- 
ebriated after the wedding, tried to chat up the 
woman deacon — though some of my colleagues 
did not approve of that. But the story has to be 
entertaining as well as informative, and that can 
be a difficult balance. Several clergy wives wrote 
in objecting when we introduced the use of Chris- 
tian names for the Vicar, they felt it was infra dig. 

What I would really like to achieve in The Ar- 
chers, as in reality, is the recognition that religion 
is an ordinary everyday business for everyone, 
and that faith illuminates every moment. God is 
not for Sundays only. I would like the programme 
to dare to have a conversation between ordinary 
people about meanings, hopes and fears, faith and 
doubt without the Vicar being present. We do ac- 
tually suffer from a subtle form of censorsip, but 
maybe we haven’t helped ordinary people to think 
theologically without the use of long words. 

This is one of my abiding themes, even in my 
new job as Archbishop’s Rural Officer promoting 
Faith in the Countryside from here at the Arthur 
Rank Centre (the ecumenical institute at the heart 
of the National Agricultural Centre) which is the 
focus for the rural Church. 



Tom Forrest (played by actor Bob Arnold, 
who lives at Burford), Ambridge church- 
warden and traditionalist. The thought of 
losing a resident vicar fills him with hor- 
ror. So does talk of more lay involvement. 
After all, he says, the Church is not there 
to be relevant but for the worship of God. 
All will no doubt be revealed in later 
episodes. 


Priests in a changing world 


THE other day I was out visiting 
a farmer. We were standing in 
his garden, looking out over a 
field of wheat to an area he was 
planting up with trees, fully 
grant-aided. We were discussing 
the turnaround in farming prac- 
tice since the early 1980s. Then, 
the previous farmer was grubb- 
ing out trees and hedges and get- 
ting paid for it. Now, here was 
a new farmer doing the op- 
posite. It didn’t seem to make 
sense. But then, how do we 
make sense of life in rural 
parishes today? 

There is no doubt that the 
rural community in this area is 
changing. The traditional small 
family farm is under great finan- 
cial strain, and many have had 
to leave the land. The resulting 
larger units are being more ef- 
ficiently farmed with hi-tech 
methods, but it is at a cost to the 
environment. Where small 
farms are being kept, they are 
becoming part-time or hobby 
farms. 

In the villages, there are also 
changes. The original in- 
habitants are finding the cost of 
living too expensive, and are 


moving out to the towns to find 
work and cheaper houses, while 
those who can afford the rural 
life-style are moving out of the 
town estates to the cottages with 
large gardens and peace. 

The church itself in the rural 
areas, along with the parish 
priest and vicarage, has a high 
profile and often provides a 
focal point for community and 
social activities. Despite small 
populations and congregation, 
and the fact that each parish 
priest serves at least three 
villages, each village wants its 
own PCC, its own church 
building and a variety of Ser- 
vices to respond to a variety of 
tastes. Each village and church 
have characters of their own, 
and sometimes in one Sunday 
morning I have four Services — 
from 1662 Holy Communion to 
a non-liturgical Family Service. 
The majority of the 2,000 souls 
in my four parishes are not 
churchgoers, but most know of 
the Church and all are in my 
pastoral care and are known to 
me, obviously some better than 
others. 

Thus, the parish priest 



Contact with the local school is an important part of rural ministry. Peter Bugg is chairman 
of the governors of Brill C of E combined school. He is also delighted to share his knowledge 
of the countryside with Class 3 in a nature lesson with All Saints’ Church in the background. 


Faith in the Countryside 

IN November our Diocesan Synod will debate Faith in the Countryside, 
and parishes are being asked to study the report and to comment on it. 

Every PCC has been sent a work session which includes a summary of 
the Report and a response sheet. In addition the following resources are 
available: 

* The full report Faith in the Countryside (£12.50); 

* A shortened version of the report (£3 from rural chaplains); 

* A summary of the report (£1 from rural chaplains); 

* The video ‘Faith in the Countryside’ featuring three parishes with dif- 
ferent problems (£7.50 from the Arthur Rank Centre, Kenilworth, War- 
wickshire CV8 2LZ); 

* A Faith in the Countryside work pack designed for several study sessions 
and covering everything from worship in a rural church to taking stock of 
your village (£2.50 from your chaplain or from the Parish Resources Depart- 
ment at Diocesan Church House). 

In addition you might want to contact: your rural chaplain (addresses 
on this page), or your Parish Development Adviser (ask the Parish Resources 
Department at Diocesan Church House). Other useful addresses on page 13. 


ministering in the changing 
community of the rural areas 
finds it a very challenging and 
invigorating, if not daunting 
task. With four parishes in a 
united benefice, just on an ad- 
ministrative level I find it essen- 
tial to have the basic office 
equipment — telephone answer- 
ing machine, word processor 
and photocopier. 

With multi-parish benefices, 
it is impossible for the parish 
priest to run everything, nor 
should he (and it is still mainly 
“he” in the rural areas). It is 
therefore essential to involve 
keen lay people in the work of 
the Church but, as in urban 
areas, more and more people 
who have the skills for certain 


areas of work are using these 
skills in paid jobs and are 
therefore not available for the 
voluntary work of the Church, 
and in the rural areas there are 
just fewer people. 

Also changing very rapidly is 
education, both in church and 
school. The Faith in the Coun- 
tryside report highlights the im- 
portance of developing ways of 
fully involving clergy in the area 
served by a local school (10.47). 
That often means that the local 
parish priest is chairman of 
governors, a very time- 
consuming and exacting task 
these days. 

Rural life these days is very 
much like the countryside itself, 
which is made up of a rich varie- 



ty of habitats. To make sense of 
the task of rural ministry is to 
be able to see church and com- 
munity life as one, and to enable 
people to experience God at 
work in our villages. As a rural 
parish priest, it is indeed a 
privilege to have this oppor- 
tunity. 

Peter Bugg 

The Revd Peter Bugg is 
Diocesan Agricultural /Rural 
Chaplain and vicar of Brill. 


Your rural 
chaplains 

A rural chaplain is appointed to 
inform and liaise between the 
Church and the various struc- 
tures of rural life over a wide 
area — on a county, diocesan or 
even a national level. Usually he 
is the incumbent of a rural 
parish, and he is resourced from 
the Arthur Rank Centre at 
Stoneleigh. 

“The rural chaplain’s main 
task is to introduce a theological 
and ethical dimension to any 
debate about rural issues and to 
facilitate action for the well- 
being of God’s people”, says 
the Revd Peter Bugg, the 
Diocesan Agricultural/Rural 
Chaplain. 

Each of the three counties 
which make up the Oxford 
Diocese now has its own rural 
chaplain. The chaplain for 
Berkshire, the Revd Jacob 
Lewis comments: “In the past 
the rural chaplain in Berkshire 
has been mainly concerned with 
organising an annual conference 
for rural clergy. But now there 
is a great desire on the part of 
secular rural organisations, such 
as the Berkshire Community 
Council, to work with the 
Church, for the welfare of the 
community.” 


Where to contact your rural chaplain: 


Buckinghamshire — The Revd 
Peter Bugg, Brill Vicarage, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP18 9ST. 
Tel: 0844 238325. 

Berkshire — The Revd Jacob 
Lewis, Compton Rectory, 


Newbury, Berkshire RG16 
0RD. Tel: 0635 578256. 
Oxfordshire — The Revd Glyn 
P. Evans, Little Compton Rec- 
tory, Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 
0SE. Tel: 0608 74313. 


MAPLEDURHAM 

House, Watermill and Country Park 

4 miles north-west of Reading on the north bank of the River Thames 



Easter Sunday to end of September. Weekends and Public Holidays. 
HOUSE: 2.30-5pm 

WATERMILL: 1.30-5.j00pm Winter Sundays 24pm 
♦ COUNTRY PARK & PICNIC PARK 12.30pm-7pm. Last entry 5pm. 
Midweek Guided party visits by arrangement. Gift Shop, Hand-made 
cream teas and Refreshments. 

River Cruise from Caversham to Mapledurham 
2.00pm on Open Days. 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES. 

The Estate Office, Mapledurham House, 
Reading RG4 7TR. Telephone: 0734-723350. 


LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL 

There is a vacancy (from May or 
September) for a 

TENOR LAY CLERK 

to sing five services a week. 

* 

Accommodation maybe available in 
the Cathedral precincts. 

Full details from the Cathedral 
Organist. Dr M. J. Smith, 

1 St Mary’s, The Cathedral Green. 
Llandaff. Cardiff CF5 2EB. 


USA AFRICA 


EXCLUSIVE LOW FARES 
FOR MISSIONARY 
SOCIETIES, CHURCHES, 
AND INDEPENDENT 
TRAVELLERS FROM 
APPOINTED RAPTIM 
AGENT. 

KEY TRAVEL 

94-96 EVERSHOLT STREET, 
LONDON, NW1 IBP 
Tel: 071-387 4933 
ABTA * IATA * NAITA 


LOSE THOSE TELL-TALE 
AGE LINES! 

Now there is an alternative to bifocals 
— at no extra cost. 

Specsavers offers new 

VARIFOCAL lenses at 

£ 69.95 


Probably the best price anywhere. 

Specsavers Opticians 


42 Northbrook Street, Newbury 
Telephone: (0635) 46105 
David Grieves FADO 
Qualified Optician of Specsavers 


ACOSTE 

FRAMES C7>.»6 
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COMMENT 


NOW the Orkney children are 
re-united with their families it 
would be easy to forget the 
horror stories. Orkey is, after 
all, a long way from Reading 
or Milton Keynes. But 
amongst the bitter recrimina- 
tions (and the possibility of ap- 
peal and enquiry), there 
remain nine traumatised 
children, four damaged 
families and a clergyman who 
needs our love, our prayers 
and our support. 

As Christians, we are com- 
manded: “ Judge not, that ye 
be not judged”. 

First, that means we have to 
resist the temptation of ‘Social 
Worker bashing 9 . It does not 
mean that we shouldn’t ask 
hard questions about the way 
they, and other agencies are 
working. 

Second, it does not prevent 
us from seeking change in the 
law when it fails. In this case, 
the law has failed on more 
than one occasion to protect 
families and their children 
from abuse, and statutory 
agencies from themselves. We 
need to lobby, and to lobby 
wisely. 

But most of all, it means 
that we need to look to 
ourselves. Some extreme 
Christian groups are quick to 
see devils under every bed. 
Others rely on anecdotal 
stories from converted 
‘satanists’. Neither are 
helpful. As Ian Cohen pointed 
out in a letter to the Church 
Times: “Biblical understand- 
ing should not be confused 
with medieval notions or fan- 
tasies”. That should not mean, 
however, that we fail either to 
affirm the real damage caus- 
ed by occult activity, or the 
liberation and victory of the 
Risen Christ. 

• The decision by British 
Telecom to charge their 
customers 17.5 per cent VAT 
on calls made from before 
Christmas, when they have the 
option to charge the higher 
rate only from April 1 may be 
legal, but it is not moral, and 
is clearly unjust. It remains to 
be seen whether they will re- 
pent, or whether MPs will act. 

Richard Thomas 
The Revd Richard Thomas is the 
Diocesan Communications Of- 
ficer but is writing here in a 
private capacity. 

Child Protection 

THE Federation of Christian 
Caring and Counselling 
(FOCUS) is holding a training 
day on Child Protection — a 
workshop in the identification 
and response to the abuse of 
children — on Saturday, May 
11. It will be held at 
Westminster College, North 
Hinksey, Oxford from 10am to 
4pm and the cost is £15 in- 
cluding lunch and other 
refreshments. For details 
telephone Mrs Sheila Stephen 
on 0734 575120 by May 4 if 
you would like to attend. 


Model of community 


Anthony Russell, the Bishop of Dorchester, who 
is an authority on rural ministry , writes about the 
role of the Church in the countryside today. 


“HEAVEN,” said Dr Johnson, 
“will contain the pleasures of 
the countryside and the 
amenities of the town.” In re- 
cent years, many people have 
sought this compromise and 
have moved into the villages of 
the “urban shadow coun- 
tryside” in considerable 
numbers. When asked why they 
have moved, people often talk 
about the desire to live in an 
easily identified community with 
its own history and to escape 
from the anonymity and isola- 
tion of the suburbs. 

Still, today, the modern 
village is a symbol of that lost 
community; that lost sense of 
•belonging, which disappeared 
when society became more 
sophisticated and affluent. The 
search for Ambridge is a search 
for a substitute to the old extend- 
ed family, which was the basis 
of community in both urban and 
rural areas. 

Modern society defines per- 
sonhood in terms of the 
separated, lonely, irreducible 
ego. By contrast, the Bible sees 
person-hood in terms of rela- 
tionships, both with the God 
who made us and knows us and 
with our fellow creatures. The 
Ten Commandments are not a 
charter of individual human 
rights, but a means of regulating 
these relationships. Just as the 
very being of God is that of 
community, so human beings 
are linked with each other as 



common creatures. 

Here is no concept of an 
isolated, self-determining in- 
dividual but rather of a person 
who is only fully human when 
in relationship with Christ and 
with others. We are not most 
personal when we are most 
alone and distinct, but rather 
when we are in relationship with 
those around us and part of a 
community, in which we grow, 
relate and love. Our identities 
are defined in terms of relation- 
ships, and in the context of com- 
munity, within which we bear a 
corporate responsibility for 
justice, fairness, peace and right 
relationships. 

Traditionally, the village has 
been seen as a place of com- 
munity. Historically, that sense 
of community was rooted in the 
necessary common interest in 
farming. Villagers, particularly 
in arable areas, had to combine 
both their resources and their 
strength. The sense of com- 


munity in a village resulted as 
much as anything else from 
shared hardship. 

Villages developed a strong 
sense of community because 
they had an easily recognised 
boundary and a common 
history. It was the breakdown of 
this containment, first in 
physical and economic terms 
and later in social and kinship 
terms, which led to the lost 
assimilation of rural areas into 
the predominant urban culture. 
It has been said that the Middle 
Ages ended in rural England 
with the invention of the bicycle. 

It is the role of the Church 
everywhere to be a model of 
community, a sign and a herald 
of the Kingdom and to maintain, 
as it has for generations, the 
silent and steady witness to the 


priorities and the visions of the 
Kingdom. In an increasingly 
fragmented countryside, com- 
prising different groups with 
significantly different understan- 
dings which often bring them in- 
to conflict, the Church remains 
a symbol and a model of com- 
munity — and serving and 
building up the community re- 
mains one of its most important 
roles. 

The Church is a model of 
community within the wider 
society, based on the worshipp- 
ing congregation, in which the 
focus is Christ, in whom people 
are reconciled and committed to 
serve their fellows. The Church 
in the village should be 
characterised by the authentic 
marks of Christian community: 
the primacy of love, concern for 


the disasdvantaged a willingness 
to bear the cost of community to 
oneself, an understanding of the 
discipline of fellowship, and an 
acknowledgement in humility of 
our interdependence. 

The Church in the countryside 
today needs to develop forms of 
ministry which allow for the af- 
firmation of these marks of com- 
munity, and which are at the 
same time sensitive to the con- 
tours of modem rural society. 
Fundamentally, this was the task 
which the Archbishops set for 
their Rural Commission and 
which is addressed in their 
Report, Faith in the Coun- 
tryside. 

The recent survey of in- 
dividual church membership and 
attendance has confirmed 
widespread impressions that the 
Church in the countryside, after 
a long period of decline, is 
recovering in confidence and 
strength. The rural Church will 
develop and grow, not by 
building an alternative com- 
munity but by developing and 
sustaining the historic continui- 
ty which exists between the 
Church and the village, which 
allows God’s hidden purposes to 
be made visible, tangible, audi- 
ble and evident within that com- 
munity. 


Space for Prayer 


PILGRIMS 


Sharing the food of love 


Almighty God, 

you have provided the resources of the world 

to maintain the life of your children, 

and have so ordered our life 

that we are dependent upon each other. 

Bless all men in their daily work, 

and, as you have given us the knowledge to produce plenty, 
so give us the will to bring it within reach of all; 
through Jesus Christ Our Lord. 

Collect for the Rogation days (ASB) 

This month your prayers are asked for: 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Revd George Carey and his 
family. 

The Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf which includes Iraq. 

The work of the rural chaplains in this Diocese. 

Children’s Gift Day at Dorchester Abbey (May 4). 

Christian Aid Week (May 13-18). 
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I REMEMBER someone once saying that reading 
the story of the Feeding of the Five Thousand 
was like visiting an ancient church. We can ap- 
preciate its holiness and beauty just as it stands, 
but if we explore further we shall discover that 
it was built on the site of another, older church. 
If we continue to look closely, we may find traces 
of the roots of something earlier still, with an 
even deeper significance. 

The story is one of the few which appear in 
all four Gospels. Three of these place it im- 
mediately after the beheading of John the Bap- 
tist; in the fourth Gospel the previous chapter is 
concerned with threats to Jesus’ own life. In each 
case, the context of the narrative is the shadow 
of death. 

Jesus must have been grieved and sickened by 
the Baptist’s murder. Matthew tells us that he 
withdrew privately by boat to a remote place, no 
doubt to pray and mourn his cousin. But his 
retreat was not to be. He wa^ seen leaving, and 
a great crowd of sick and needy people followed 
him. We are told that his heart went out to them 
in compassion: that is, he suffered with them the 
pain of their sickness and neediness. He healed 
them and taught them. It grew late, and since they 
had rushed out unprepared to follow him, 
everyone was hungry and exhausted. 

In recounting Jesus’s subsequent miracle, three 
of the Gospels mention the abundance of green 
grass where the crowd sat down. In England we 
are so accustomed to the countryside being green 
all the year round that it is easy to miss the point. 
It was spring. Rain, one of the most potent sym- 
bols of life in the Bible, had regenerated the dead 
seed buried in the ground. The time of suffering 
and sickness had become the occasion for com- 


passion and healing. Bountiful new life flourish- 
ed in the place of hunger and need. 

John’s Gospel tells us that it was near Passover. 
Also, it specifies that the loaves were barley bread 
(the staple food of the poor) which must be 
leavened to be edible. No law-abiding Jew would 
have touched it at Pasover time. But Jesus was 
already condemned by the Law for his contact 
with the sick and the sinners. He took the bread, 
gave thanks and broke it, reaching out to share 
with the whole of suffering humanity. 

My husband died some months ago. 
Throughout his last illness and following 
weeks our friends and neighbours came constant- 
ly with loving concern and support of every kind. 
They were invariably welcome, and yet frequent- 
ly they expressed a sense of inadequacy. In fact, 
their kindness comforted and sustained me 
beyond any expectation. It was not anxiety or fear 
or even grief, but this love which always broke 
me. Because we are the body of Christ our hearts 
go out in compassion to one another; with him 
we are broken by the overwhelming love of the 
Father. 

Thinking about this later, it came to me that 
the posies of flowers, the hugs, the little home- 
made treats my friends had brought had been their 
loaves and fishes. Offered in humility and receiv- 
ed with thankfulness, the love which blessed these 
gifts transcended our human inadequacies, amply 
satisfying the needs of us all. It is in the shadow 
of death that we find the mystery of God’s 
creative love. 

Jennifer Henderson 
Mrs Jennifer Henderson lives in Brimpton, near 
Reading. She is co-author with Anne Primavesi 
of Our God Has No Favourites: A Liberation 
Theology of the Eucharist (Burns Oates). 



ARE OFFERING DISCOUNT RETURN FLIGHTS 

BANGKOK - £440 • PEKING - £495 • PERTH - £699 • SINGAPORE - £470 • BOMBAY - £415 
TOKYO — £685 • HONG KONG — £485 ■ LAGOS — £420 ■ SYDNEY — £739 • MELBOURNE — £739 
KARACHI — £337 • DUBAI — £425 • JEDDAH — £385 • AMMAN — £359 • CAIRO — £305 
NEW YORK — £199 • RIYADH — £425 ■ JOHANNESBURG — £566 • BOSTON — £259 
LOS ANGELES - £299 • TORONTO - £236 • VANCOUVER - £386 • SAN FRANCISCO - £299 • 
CALGARY — £480 ■ OTTAWA — £236 • HALIFAX — £276 • MONTREAL — £292 ■ DELHI — £415 
• NAIROBI - £420 • DOHA - £395 • BRISBANE - £785 • ADELAIDE - £785 
WORLDWIDE FARES AT REALISTIC PRICES. OVERSEAS ACCOMMODATION BOOKED. FERRIES ARRANGED. 

VISA service available — Senior citizen discounts 
Hour of business Mon-Fri 9am-6pm — Retail agents for ATOL Holders 

TEL: (0273) 698000 - FAX: (0273) 696920 
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No two ways about it? 


bear out the irresponsible at- few of my own thoughts on the 
titude of the 90s. Morality, for use of words, 
the common man, is adjusted to In the Decade of Evangelism, 
suit individual circumstances, it is important that we should use 
For the Christian this cannot be a language ‘ ‘understated of the 
so. people”, as Cranmer would 

I’m no prude, despite what have said. Our church advertises 
I’ve said. I love God and I want its main Sunday service as a 
to live my life in His time — Eucharist. This is a term ex- 
which is always less hurried than cellent in itself, but I suggest that 
mine. I’m to be married in outside church circles it is 
September, and I’m sure our neither comprehensible nor even 
wedding night will be all the pronounceable! Some churches 
more precious for having advertise Mass. This is in itself 
waited. a meaningless term, while its 

Beverley Apps connotations are with a doctrine 
Slough f Berks, not held by the Church of 
England. 

IT £kl rif 1 1 1 hnnk C Would it not be better to stick 
neipiui UUUK& with the terms Holy Commu- 

I ENJOY reading The DOOR, n ion (as does the A.S.B.) or 
and was particularly interested Lord’s Supper (as does the 
to read the various articles on B.C.P.), both of which terms 
the theme of marriage last are meaningful and probably 
month. understood by anyone with any 

In response to the request for knowledge of all of Christianity? 
details about possible helpful Mrs V. L. Bamish 

books, may I commend: A New Oxford. 

Look at Love and Marriage by 



I WAS surprised to read the two 
article for and against sex before 
marriage (The DOOR, April) as 
if they were viable alternatives. 
The first one was well presented 
and sounded reasonable, but had 
no scriptural base. The second 
was realistic, and many couples 
would identify with the sen- 
timents expressed. Might not 
young Christians reading the 
first article in a Christian 
magazine conclude that sex 
before marriage was OK? 

Is it not the responsibility of 
Christians to present the truth? 
Adultery and fornication are an 
abomination unto the Lord; not 
that He wants to spoil our fun, 
but what He has ordained for 
mankind is in fact in our best in- 
terests. Otherwise, why include 
these sins with idolatry, theft, 
drunkenness, etc, which prevent 
inheritance of the Kingdom of 
God (1 Corinthians, ch 6 v 9 & 
10 )? 

In this day and age it is very 
easy to be derived and bow to 
wordly pressures, but couples 
who decide to wait for marriage 
would say that it is worthwhile. 

Mrs Margery A. Dent 
Oxford. 

Commitment 

I AM writing in response to the 
feature ‘Sex, Marriage and 
God’. I was curious about the 
choice of headline for the com- 
ments of the two couples. ‘Com- 
mitment with no escape’ made 
the case against sex before mar- 
riage sound like a prison 
sentence! Surely, both headlines 
actually stated the same things, 
as Lizzie and Jonathan also 
clearly see their relationship in 
terms of a ‘commitment with no 
escape’ — this being the basis 
for their decision to enter into a 
pre-marital sexual relationship. 
This commitment, which is 
love, is to be admired, and has 
lasted five years, which is great. 
But I can’t help wondering — if 
the commitment is this deep, and 
a couple genuinely believe that 
their relationship is permanent, 
why not marry? 

As Nicki and Dave suggested, 
and as the Anglican marriage 
service also suggests, the 
physical union of a couple ought 
to be symbolic of the spiritual 
union made between a couple 
and God when they are married. 
God gave sex to mankind as a 
beautiful expression of love, and 
also as a means to increase the 
human race. 

I hope I am not being too 
presumptious is assuming that 
readers of The DOOR will agree 
that children ought to be born 
within the context of marriage. 
The sad statistics indicating ever 
increasing numbers of il- 
legitimate births, children who 
will not have the opportunity to 
grow up in a family environment 
through no choice of their own, 


Jennet Kidd, (Creative 
Publishing), Visual Books for a 
Visual Age: Getting Married in 
Church (a Lion Guide), and The 
Gift of Marriage (Lion Brand). 

There are two much briefer 
publications available from the 
Mothers’ Union. The Central 
Literature Department produces 
a humorously-illustrated 
booklet: The Real Thing , and 
Salisbury Diocese a leaflet A 
Marriage has been Arranged. 
These are both cheap, and 
suitable to give to couples think- 
ing about what the commitment 
of marriage mans, as well as the 
practical arrangements. 

The Mothers’ Union publica- 
tions are a practical expression 
of our commitment to support 
marriage and Christian family 
lie worldwide. May I encourage 
anyone wanting further details to 
be in touch with me. 

Rosemary S. Peirce 
Diocesan President 
Mothers * Union 

Use of Words 

MR Richard Worthy’s letter 
criticising the use of manage- 
ment terminology in Church af- 
fairs leads me to put forward a 


Assured faith 

IN the article ‘For We are an 
Easter People’ (The DOOR, 
April) the Bishop of Oxford 
wrote that ‘‘not everyone has a 
powerful religious experience. 
For some faith always feels a 
struggle.” 

I was sad to see the perpetua- 
tion from someone in authority 
of religious jargon: “I’m strug- 
gling with my faith”. An in- 
dividual who has asked Jesus 
into their life and been filled 
with the Holy Spirit has im- 
mense authority and power in 
the name of Jesus, walking close 
to our Lord. Look at Romans 8, 
15: ‘‘For the spirit that God has 
given you does not make you 
slaves and cause you to be 
afraid. . . ” Jesus took the sins of 
all and was crucified so that we 
can approach the Father. We 
need to live each day on the road 
to Emmaus to experience the joy 
and grace of or risen Lord. 

Mrs Ann E. Carr 
Readingy Berks. 

Warning bells 

AS a bellringer I was delighted 


to read the excellent feature in 
the April edition of The DOOR. 
I write, however, to express my 
deep concern that the public may 
assume that standing on a bell 
frame in close promximity to the 
bells in the ‘‘up”, or ringing 
position, as depicted in one of 
the photographs used to illus- 
trate the article, is an acceptable 
practice. 

Nothing can be further from 
the truth. Bells in that position 
are delicately poised, and the 
lightest touch can cause the bell 
to overturn. The consequences 
of this happening could be death 
or serious injury. 

I would ask anyone who has 
cause to enter a bellchamber for 
any reason whatsover to be 
aware of these dangers and to 
follow minimum safety pro- 
cedures. These would include 
always going accompanied or at 
the very least making sure that 
someone knows you are there. 
Make sure you have adequate 
light. If possible ensure that the 
bells are in the “down” or safe 
position and, unless you are a 
very experienced ringer with a 
sound knowledge of the 
mechanics of bell hanging, 
never stand adjacent to a bell 
which is in the “up” position. 

H. W. Egglestone 
Ringing Master , 
St Nicolas, Newbury , Berks. 
• This is one of three similar 
letters received on this subject. 
Mr Steve Ivin, Secretary of the 
Oxford Society of Change 
Ringers, himself drew our pho- 
tographer’s attention to the 
dangers of standing next to 
bells in the ringing position, 
but agreed to pose for the sake 
of a good picture. We of 
course share in his and our 
correspondents’ concern for 
safety in the belltower, and we 
are happy to reiterate their 
warning messages. Editor. 

Consultants 

needed 

AT a recent meeting in this 
Diocese of Team Rectors there 
was a discussion about the value 
of team ministries having con- 
sultants. Special mention was 
made of the possibility of fin- 
ding lay people to help with this 
work, and I am writing to ask 
whether there may be readers of 
The DOOR who could help. 

We are looking for people 
who have experience in group 
work, team building, manage- 
ment training and/or consultan- 
cy, who might be willing to 
offer some time to take up the 
role of consultant to a Team 
Ministry. I would be delighted 
if anybody with these qualifica- 
tions and some spare time could 
get in touch with me. 

Keith Lamdin 
Secretary to the Diocesan 
Group of Consultant. 
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TOURIST GUIDE & INFORMATION SERVICE FOR A 
WORLD FAMOUS UNIVERSITY CITY 


• Walking tours of Cambridge • Any size party 

• Historic City — Colleges — • Special rates for senior citizens 

Churches — Gardens — Museums and children 

• Speciality tours to cover individual • Pre-visit illustrated talks available 

interests • Fully qualified guides 

For details and bookings: 

Cambridge (0223) 861468/208132/232020 (24 hours) 



MOVEMENT FOR THE ORDINATION 
OF WOMEN 

in the Oxford Diocese 

All shall be well' 


w»oin us to celebrate the Julian of Norwich 
at 


Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford 

on 

Tuesday 7th May 1991 at 8.00 p.m. 
Preacher: The Rt. Revd. John Bone 
Bishop of Reading 


READING 

FENCING 

COMPANY 



Supply and erect all forms of garden fencing, eg 
panels, close-board and chainlink. 

Also gates made to measure and fitted by quali- 
ty craftsmen. Quality and reliability with an 
established family run company. 



Phone now 
for your 
free estimate. 


READING 

(0734) 452581 


o The. 
Samaritans 


Ordinary people who care for the 
desperate, lonely and suicidal. 

COULD YOU BE A 
VOLUNTEER? 

Amersham 432000. 

Banbury 270000. 

Bracknell 55556. 

Milton Keynes 667777. 

Newbury 42452. 

Oxford 722122. 

Reading 505505. 

Slough 31011. 



Always there at the end ol the line 


THE BRITISH HEART FOUNDATION 

ma&Uiii 


THE BIG INTERCITY WEST COUNTRY CYCLE 
RIDE FROM TIVERTON PARKWAY STATION 


FOR ENTRY FORMS AND YOUR FREE BOOKLET 
ON “EXERCISE FOR LIFE” WRITE OR RING 
0225-463616 

Cheques should be made payable to 
THE BRITISH HEART FOUNDATION 

or call Bath (0225) 463616 



OUR ARMY FIGHTS ON 



HOME FRONT 


The war may be over but the struggle is 
still on - against enemies like poverty, 
homelessness, loneliness, grief at 
the loss of a loved one, family 
pressures, despair... 


For over 100 years 
Church Army has 
trained men and women 
in social and welfare 
skills, equipping 
them to work at 
street level with 
people whose needs 
often go unnoticed. 




They’re a caring, 
supportive, Christian 
army but they 
need ammunition 
- the financial 
kind. 

Will you help? 

Yes, I would like to help Church Army in its work: 

□ I enclose a donation of £5, £10, other 

I □ Please send me more information about Church Army 

^ D Please send me details of Church Army's \ "|" / 

* credit card giving scheme 'iw 

i A > 

| Church Army, Independents Road, Blackheath, *■■ ■ 

^^London SE3 9LG. Tel: 081 318 1226 Reg. charity no. 226226 TD5/91 
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INCOME TAX RETURNS 

Prepared by experienced and 
qualified person. 

REASONABLE FEES 

Phone: 

Colin Ross 

0865 890177 


FREEHOLD LAND 

SCOTLAND 

Salmon and trout fishing rights. 

£250 per acre (two hundred & fifty pounds). 

Anything of value taken in part exchange. 
Easy payments available. 

0726 64533 or 0726 70200 


HEADLANDS HOTEL AA/RAC** 

Ashley Courtenay and Les Routiers recommended 

SPECIAL OFFER - IDEAL FOR BUSY CLERGY 

Monday-Friday £107.00 

Magnificent views of sea and Snodonia, relax and enjoy Headlands 
quiet elegance. Telephone today for a brochure. 

LLANDUDNO (0492) 877485 


IMPERIAL WINDOWS 

0276 79098 


UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS 


ONLY £133 + VAT* 
ONLY £266 + VAT* 
ONLY £399 + VAT* 
ONLY £530 + VAT* 
ONLY £665 + VAT* 
ONLY £795 + VAT* 

ETC ETC 


1 UPVC Window 

2 UPVC Windows 

3 UPVC Windows 

4 UPVC Windows 

5 UPVC Windows 

6 UPVC Windows 

ETC 

Locking Handles 

Double Glazed 

FREE SURVEY 

10 YEARS 

UNCONDITIONAL 

GUARANTEE 

FITTING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 



All Windows With 

BS6375 

BS2782 BS 

BS5386 = British 

BS6375 Standard 

* Approx Prices 


CREDITON PARISH CHURCH 
DEVON 

ptope ac eupopA 



GjfchtbtCtort 


pixrwei** 

13th-21st July, 1991 
10a.m. to 9p.m. 
Admission Free 
Parties Welcome 
Produce and Crafts 
Coffee Lunches Teas 
Suppers 

For information 
please ring: 
(0363) 773368 


- 

BANNER MAKING 

'Jin Army with Banners’ 

£2.95 

Banners in His Name' 

£2.95 

Banner Makers la the King' 

£3.95 

These three books are well 
illustrated with line 
drawings and black and 
white and colour 
photography. 

Post and packing 40p per 
book or post free for three 
copies. 

Obtainable from the Editor: 

Priscilla Nunnerley (WA) 

9 Chestnut Court 
Chestnut Lane 
Amersham 
BUCKS HP6 6EB 


Communicating the lgnation Vision 
Today 

The Unfolding of the Vision: 

Monday, 22 July: The Ignation Vision — The Blueprint in Ig- 
nation Spirituality 

Michael Ivens SJ and Billy Hewett SJ 

Tuesday, 23 July: The Vision from Below and How It Can Be 
Communicated among the Marginalized 
Michael Campbell -Johnston SJ 

Wednesday, 24 July: The Vision in the Parish 
Veronica Robins and Kevin Donovan SJ 

Thursday, 25 July: The Vision of Community 
Pauline Darby RHCJ and Ron Darwen SJ 

Friday, 26 July: The Vision through the Classroom 
John Swope SJ and Tim Noble SJ 

Saturday, 27 July: Continuing the Vision — Conclusions and 

Expansions 

Team and participants 

The Exploration of the Vision 

In groups and plenary sessions following each day’s talks 
The Celebration of the Vision 

In eucharistic and other liturgies 
The Re-Creation of the Vision 

Through video, live performances, the environment and one 
another’s company 

Book if possible before May 20 to avoid disappointment for this uni- 
que Ignation Year celebration at Stonyhurst, NE Lancs, July 22-27 
1991. Write or telephone: 

Catherine Frith, Stonyhurst College, 

BLACKBURN, Lancs BB6 9PZ Tel: 025486 345 



The Wimbledon 
Lawn Tennis 
Museum 

The All England Lawn Tennis Club 
Church Road, Wimbledon SW19 5AE 
Telephone: 081-946 6131 

★ New modem section opens at Easter. 

★ Fashion, trophies, replicas and memorabilia are on display 
representing the history of Lawn Tennis. 

★ Audio visual threatre shows films of great matches. 

★ Observe the famous centre court from the museum. 

★ Attractive shop and plenty of car parking. 

Admission 

Adults £1.50. Children & OAPs 75p 
Students £1 (with student card) # 

Groups (20+) 10% discount. Disabled visitors are welcome, please 
telephone in advance. 

Open throughout the year 

Tuesday to Saturday 1 lam to 5pm 

Sunday afternoon 2pm to 5pm 

Closed on Mondays, Public and Bank Holidays 


3rd Great East-West Conference 

— ~ — 

14-18th August 1991 
Europahalle Karlshruhe, Germany 

★ EUROPE is the battlefield of Spiritual Warfare 
today 

★ EUROPE can experience REVIVAL today! 

God has promised a NEW PENTECOST 

★ God’s PROPHETIC VISION for EUROPE in these 
last days before Christ returns 

★ This is God’s challenge for Europe 

★ All the speakers are internationally known and have 
a prophetic vision for Europe 

The include: Derek Price 
Dr Sumrall 
Arie Ben Israel 

David Hathaway and EUROVISION invite you to be 
part of this unique European East-West Conference. 

Details from: 

EUROVISION 
69 Moorlands Road 
Dewsbury 

West Yorkshire WFI3 2LF 

Tel: (0924) 453693 
Fax: (0924) 465326 


SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

FRANCE & SPAIN 

MAY THROUGH TO OCTOBER 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, restaurant, 
supermarket etc. Ferries — Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 
For details: 

G. F. Treherne, TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
Tel: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 


niTsii in 1991 Summer School 
I\h! Iff /S °f Christian Drama 

■ ^11^1 W Friday 16 August to Friday 23 August 
Bishop Otter College, Chichester 

Full details from Radius, Christ Church & Upton 
Chapel, Kennington Road, London SE1 7QP. 
Telephone: 071-401 2422. 


A Celebration of the 

CHRISTIAN YEAR 

with Flowers and Music 

Saturday, 8 June, 10.00 am — 6.00 pm 

with short musical interludes 
and a choral concert at 6.00 pm. 

Sunday, 9 June, 11.30 am — 6.00 pm 
ending with Choral Evensong at 6.00 pm 
These programmes have been arranged by 
members of: 

ST ANDREW'S CHURCH, OLD HEADINGTON, OXFORD. 

who warmly invite you to visit the church on one these days 
and see what promises to be an attractive display. 




Our changin 


GRACE Griffin has lived in Peake’s Lane, Stonesfield, for the 
whole of her 78-year long life. As a child she lived in a cottage 
just a few yards from the bungalow where she now lives and which 
she and her husband built in an orchard in 1937. 

Mrs Griffin has vivid memories of Stonesfield as it used to be, 
when the lane was just a track with hardly any houses, and. when 
the only way to get to Oxford was to walk the five miles to Long 
Hanborough Station to catch a steam train or to wait for the carrier 
cart from Charlbury. She remembers, too, that Stonesfield was once 
a much more rural community, when most people worked on the 
land or, like her grandfather, down one of the village’s slate mines. 

She has always belonged to the church in Stonesfield, although 
that too has changed, she says. “I used to think that it was no wonder 
nobody much came to church, because there was nothing for young 
people. But now we have a young rector with a family, and a live- 
ly family service, where you can clap your hands. Not all the old 
people like it, but I think it is a great improvement.” 

There was a time, recalls Mrs Griffin, when she knew the name 
of everyone who passed her in the village street — but now sht 
doesn’t know half of them. “But I soon find out. I always speak 
to them. They are a bit surprised at first, but usually they are very 
nice and answer me.” 

In some ways there used to be more community spirit, but she 
feels that a lot of it is still there, at least as far as the church is 
concerned. “I know it says in the papers that churches are empty, 
but in Stonesfield the church is filled.” 

Sadly, Mrs Griffin’s husband died last year but she continues 
to lead a busy life. Her daughter and three grandchildren live in 
the next village. She plays the organ in church from time to time 
and continues to sing alto in the choir. Indeed, her love of singing 
has remained with her since it was instilled into her by her 
schoolmaster long ago. So if you ever hear the strains of ‘Now thank 
we all our God’ floating down Peake’s lane, you will know that 
it’s Grace Griffin, giving thanks for her contented life. 
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BRILL Windmill is a much loved landmark in West Buck- 
inghamshire, but for Don Pointer, a communicant of the local 
parish church, the mill has a special significance. His grand- 
father was the last miller there, though his father became a 
baker and smallholder. Don himself continued in the family 
business, milking 13 cows by hand each day and running the 
bakery. However, he gave up baking in 1973, and eventually 
when modern farming practice meant that the farm was too 
small to be economical, he gave up his smallholding too. Since 
1986 he has worked as a security officer at the Royal Ordnance 
Establishment. “1 miss the contact with the land, and with 
animals, but now I have more freedom,” he says. 


Young in heart 





The Door, May 1991 11 






The Church that 
must say 'yes' 


nging countryside 
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IS THE Church in the countryside in danger of extinction? Whatever happened to 
the village shop? Are essential services to rural areas under such threat that they 
are disappearing all together? A survey carried out by the Rural Community Councils 
(RCCs) on April 21 — the same day as the National Population Census — will give 
us a detailed picture of exactly what is, or is not, available to people living and work- 
ing in the country. The results may well paint a bleak picture. But this is a page 
about people not about statistics. They are all Christians living in our changing coun- 
tryside, and what they say is actually far from depressing. 
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A CLERGYMAN’S life is 
ordered by priorities, which are 
always changing. We have to be 
flexible. The occasion has been 
planned, and entered in our 
diaries long ago: at the last 
minute, the telephone rings to 
tell us of some disaster, and our 
priorities have to be adjusted. 
We have a lesson to learn from 
this, which may have something 
to do with Jesus’ observation: 
“Take no thought for the mor- 
row . . . Sufficient unto the day 
is the evil thereof.” 

In a rural community there are 
a number of focal centres. The 
church certainly is, or should 
be, one of these. There is the 
village shop, where people 
meet, and the post office. There 
are the pubs, in which it has 
been said that there is often more 
Christian charity to be found 
than in the church. The schools 
are also a common meeting 
point, as is the doctor’s surgery. 
In isolated communities matters 
used to be ordered by three peo- 
ple: the doctor, the minister, and 
the schoolmaster. These three 
knew what went on, and who 
was who, and it was a very 
pragmatic oligarchy. It worked. 

For years people have been 
decrying the change in village 
life. Houses are being sold to 
‘yuppies’ and ‘weekenders’, and 
the ordering of affairs is now 
largely in the hands of local 
government bureaucrats who 
live elsewhere. And yet the 
essential character seems to re- 
main. But, for how much 
longer? When I moved to rural 
Oxfordshire, almost three years 
ago I could count seven chur- 
ches, six pubs, two shops (of 
which one included the post of- 
fice) one separate post office, 
two part-time doctors’ surgeries; 
and one school. Since then, and 
before the poll tax was introduc- 
ed, the two shops have closed, 
as has one post office. The 
school is constantly under 
threat. Most surgery business is 
conducted in the central surgery 
in the local town. And the pubs 
are having a difficult time. 

Response 


i, for the The one institution that will 

a cottage survive all this, it seems to me, 

md which will be the Church. And the 
response of the Church at large 
sed to be, to this situation will be crucial, 

and when With the Decade of Evangelism 

s to Long in mind, the Church has a splen- 

he carrier did opportunity to reach out to 

l was once its community . But it has a lot 

:ed on the of barriers to break down. There 

ate mines. is still a ‘them and us’ feeling 

, although about. The ‘nobs’ go to church 

10 wonder on Sunday, and yet, when there 

for young is a village funeral, everyone 

md a live- comes, and for genuine reasons, 

all the old What does this have to tell us 
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the name by young people that they are 
t now she ‘frightened’ by the church. Why 
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y are very by whom? How can we recover 
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church is isted in the old days of the 

re empty, monasteries, when the ‘church’ 

was both the local supermarket, 
continues the school, the surgery, and the 
en live in centre of worship? 

le to time We need an openness in our 

of singing approach to those around us that 

jr by her is sometimes lacking. ‘Profes- 

tow thank sionalism’, founded upon 

know that dogma, won’t help us. I don’t 

think that I know anything more 


about God than anyone else just 
because I am a clergyman. I 
may think a bit more about him, 
but that is part of my occupa- 
tion. And ‘pietism’ — which is 
so often self-righteousness in 
disguise — merely shuts out the 
ordinary man and woman. 

Demands 

The administrative demands 
for more and more money don’t 
help, either. They are, I think, 
more of an irritation than 
anything else. By and large, 
people sympathise with the fact 
that an institution needs money, 
even if they don’t — or won’t — 
understand about the ‘Church 
Commissioners’ Millions!’ 

If there were ever to be a 
‘Church Rural Fund’, I hope it 
would not be about money. 
What we need in the rural' 


parishes is goodwill. And we 
must learn — or, re-learn — the 
fact that Jesus went out to the 
pubs and the clubs and the 
homes of his time, and met peo- 
ple as they were, and not as they 
ought to have been. If ‘two or 
three’ will come together on a 
Sunday to put it all together 
before God, then that’s great! 
We should be thankful for that, 
and not concern ourselves with 
church attendance figures above 
all else. For the Church — as 
The Body of Christ, rather than 
the institution — is too large to 
be confined to a building, a set 
of canon laws, or supposedly 
hallowed traditions. 

Bill Glazebrook 

The Revd Bill Glazebrook is 
Vicar of the Broads hi re 
Parishes , seven small villages 
near Lechlade. 


Unprivate lives 


COUNTRY vicars’ wives do not sit at the word-processors wonder- 
ing what to write about their station in life. They are busy in their 
fragrant kitchens producing light-as-air sponges to be sold at the 
next money-raising effort, along with exquisitely stitched dressing- 
table thingies (or even vestments — gasp!). Aren’t they? 

Well, no. Not so much nowadays. Thank God, we are now allow- 
ed to be ourselves and to get on with the things we enjoy, and maybe 
do have a talent for (I gave up making cakes when the bottom of 
my cake tin fell out). A significant number of us go out to work, 
and that, either combined with raising a family, or on it’s own, 
is sufficient reason for not being a Professional Clergy Wife (all 
other reasons unconditionally accepted, too!) 

Privacy (remember privacy?) can be hard to come by. Mostly 
undeservedly, clergy families can sometimes have bestowed upon 
them the importance of minor royalty in rural parishes, and the avid, 
albeit affectionate interest in their doings can feel outrageously in- 
trusive; when I was pregnant last time it seemed as though the whole 
parish knew before I did!! Even now, I can tell when my husband 
wishes to “speak” to me, because he goes round the house closing 
the windows . . . 

The hardest thing to bear is when one’s husband is being criticised. 
Because the vicar’s home is also one of his places of work, 
arguments, church politics and in-fighting all devolve upon the 
vicarage family. It can create a siege mentality, wherein we can 
never leave the house without dark glasses, coat-collars up, and 
looking both ways! It is immeasurably frustrating that, although 
no-one would dream of advising a surgeon or a lawyer on the finer 
points of his art, many feel equipped and qualified to advise the 
vicar. However, to belong in a supportive parish is like being in 
the bosom of a large family; cosy, irritating, inconsistent, and 
lovable. Very likely the best feeling in the world. 

Felicity Foulis-Brown 

Felicity ( Flossie ) Foulis-Brown is married to Graham, vicar of Kid- 
more End. She is a part-time bookseller who really wanted to be 
an actress. Her hobby is singing. 


employed six or seven men on 
500 acres. Now we’ve got five 
men on 2,000 acres,” explains 
Ted Froud, whose family has 
been farming in the Vale of the 
White Horse area of Oxford- 
shire for three generations. And 
nowadays most of the farm 
workers have their own houses, 
so one farm building has been 
converted into stables for letting 
and others will become offices. 

Farming has changed in other 
ways, too. Ted’s father and 
grandfather would have kept a 
mixed farm: cows and sheep, 
some grassland and sainfoin 
which was cut for hay. But dur- 
ing the war, farmers were en- 
couraged to increase cereal 
production. 

Since then Ted, like many 
other farmers, has gone over 
solely to cereals. But over- 
production resulted in price 
restraint and huge financial 
losses to farmers. Now the 
government and EEC are look- 
ing for ways to compensate 
farmers for cutting production. 
The set-aside scheme is one 
possibility, where farmers are 
paid to leave stretches of land 
uncultivated or for a lower pay- 


A fruitful venture 


ALMOST five years ago, some 
members of St Mary’s Parish 
Church, Cholsey, formed a 
worker co-operative and set up 
a small business, First Fruits, 
retailing and wholesaling 
wholefoods to the local com- 
munity, offering work ex- 
perience to disabled and 
disadvantaged members of the 
community, and to be a Chris- 
tian presence in the business 
world trading with an awareness 
of third world needs. 

Our location in the centre of 
Cholsey village has been vital, 
since most of our staff have been 
part-timers and have school-age 
children. We work as a flexible 
team, and try to maintain an in- 
formal, though hopefully 
business like atmosphere in the 
shop. First Fruits has grown 
from a retail shop serving a 
small locality, to an expanding 
wholesale business supplying 
many village stores, catering 
establishments, farm shops, col- 


leges, schools and super- 
markets. 

Our work is deliberately 
labour intensive so that we can 
offer employment and work ex- 
perience to those who cannot 
find regular employment due to 
illness or handicap^. Since 1987, 
three trainees from the Wall- 
ingford Adult Training Centre 
have worked with us, several 
patients from Fairmile Hospital 
have spent time with us as part 
of an occupational therapy 
scheme, and one of our regular 
employees is a woman with lear- 
ning difficulties. We also had a 
student on a special needs YTS 
scheme for more than two years, 
and several pupils from Wall- 
ingford School on work ex- 
perience schemes. 

For the past year Jon, our 
manager, has been helping to 
establish a new venture, Oxford 
Wholefoods, based at the Slade 
Hospital in Headington. Oxford 
Wholefoods will operate on 


similar lines to First Fruits, but 
with better facilities and full- 
time staff will be able to provide 
training and employment oppor- 
tunities for many more people 
than we could ever contemplate. 

We stock a wide range of both 
repackaged and prepacked 
wholefoods, and we can cater 
for people with special dietary 
needs. We also seem to act as 
local ticket agents for many 
village activities, and we are 
happy that people feel free to 
come into the shop even when 
they don’t want to buy anything. 

As Christians we are constant- 
ly aware of our dependence on 
God, especially in these times of 
economic uncertainty, but we 
recognise that we also have to 
work hard at the business. It has 
been a privilege to talk to many 
church groups about our aims 
and objectives and how we are 
to achieve them.' 

\ 

Thea Price 


two drivers who each take a short test. 

When All Saints’ Junior Church in 
neighbouring Sutton Courteney began in 
January this year, the bus was the obvious way 
of ferrying Drayton children to church. The 
PCC meets the costs, and as well as the two 
nominated drivers, the Vicar, the Revd 
Leighton Thomas, has plans to take the wheel 
in the future. “It’s proving so popular,’’ says 
Ann Taylor, driver and Reader at All Saints, 
“that I think we may soon have to make two 
journeys to squeeze everyone in.” 


ment to rotate the set aside each 
year. “My father” explains Ted 
“would have fallowed about a 
third of his land in alternate 
years.” The tables, it seems, are 
turning. 

Town people 

Farmers are often blamed for 
desecrating the countryside, but 
Ted Froud feels that more 
damage has been done by poor 
development. “Things like 
theme parks and huge commer- 
cial ventures have had a far 
greater impact. Another pro- 
blem in the country today is the 


influx of town people who have 
no relation to farming and the 
countryside at all. They don’t 
seem to be able to cope with the 
impact farming has on their 
home life.” . 

As churchwarden at St 
Lawrence, Ted is well known in 
the village and says he doesn’t 
encounter much ‘anti-farmer’ 
feeling in West Challow. “I 
know most people and we talk 
to each other. Some farmers are 
too removed from other people. 
They must be involved in the 
community.” 


EVERY Sunday, 14 eager youngsters clamber 
aboard the community minibus in the village 
of Drayton for the three-mile trip to Sunday 
School at All Saints’, Sutton Courteney. 

DRIVE, the Drayton community mini-bus 
scheme, was started seven years ago after local 
fundraising and a grant from the Vale District 
Council. Now the bus is used by many local 
organisations who pay an annual subscription 
plus 50 pence per mile. For insurance pur- 
poses, participating organisations nominate 


“MY father would have 


The First Fruits team (left to right): Betty, Jane, Thea, Susie 
and Julia. 


wmmmmmmm 


New times on the farm 
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A QUESTION OF CARING 




Your 
Church 
Wedding 

Mary Thompson, a vicar's wife and 
former editor of Home & Family, 
writes from wide experience on 
planning a joyful and worry-free 
wedding. |24 pages, £1.75) 

From your local bookshop, or direct 
(add 40p for post & packing) from: 

Jay books 

30 The Boundary, Langton Green. 
Tunbridge Wells. Kent TN3 OYB 
(Tel:089 2 545198) 


RHOS-LLYN HOLIDAYS, BI- 
BLE WEEKS, LED RETREATS 
and WEEKEND BREAKS 

Provide a real opportunity to combine 
a time of spiritual, emotional and bodi- 
ly refreshment, along with enjoyment 
of the beautiful west Wales coastline 
and countryside. 

Attractively presented home cooking 
and quality accommodation with en- 
suite bedrooms. 

Special interest holidays include 
rambling and daily coach tours. 
Some exclusively for singles and those 
now on their own. 

Brochure From: 

Rhos-Llyn Christian Centre, Penparc, 
Cardigan, West Wales. SA43 2AB. 
Tel: 0239 614501 


UNIVERSAL CARE 
CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to enable 
the elderly and infirm to remain 
living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. Fax: (0494) 
671259 

(Emp Agy FRES Member) 


pi 
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Employment Bureau 


THE NATIONWIDE 
CARING SERVICE 

Special care for your elderly relatives 
whether they arc sick, infirm or just 
lonely. 

Temporary help for your family during 
illness, confinement or holiday periods. 
Telephone for more information 

0455 558858 

23a Church Street, Lutterworth 
Leicestershire LEI 7 4AE 
FRES Member 
24 Hour Answering Service 



Dial Ability Abingdon Road 

^ Oxford. 

INFORMATION CENTRE Tel: Oxford 
FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES ?9i8i8 

Good range of information held on most topics. 
Some equipment on display for kitchen, bathroom, 
bedroom, general household. 

Continence Clinic held 1st Monday 
of each month, 2. 30-4. 30pm. 

RING FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
CONTACT US IF YOU 
HAVE A QUERY 
Call in or telephone between 
1-4pm weekdays or 
10-4pm Wednesdays 



RETIREMENT 

HOUSING 

Questions you need to ask 


Are you beginning to think about a move to sheltered housing or a rest home 
but worried about the cost and upheaval? 

With all the different types of sheltered housing for retired people on offer 
it is not surprising if you get confused and begin to wonder what may be right 
for you. 


Ask yourself the following questions: 

1 . Do I want to be able to stay in my new home even if I become very frail 
and/or disabled? 

2. Do I want a home where I can be completely independent but where 
friendly staff are there in person every day of the year 24 hours per day 
should I need them? 

3. Do I want to be able to take advantage, when I feel like it, of joining 
other Owners in the Dining Room for a very good, reasonably priced 
meal which is cooked on the premises? 

4. Do I want to live somewhere managed by local Reading people who have 
a wide knowledge and experience of services for retired people in 
Berkshire? 

5. Do I want to live in a development which is covered by the new National 
House Building Council code for Sheltered Housing? 

6. Do I want my new home to be close to shops, comfortable, quiet and 
spacious? 

7. Do I want to live in a development where the advice of the Police and 
Fire Brigade have been sought to ensure that I shall be as safe and secure 
as possible? 

8. Do I want to live somewhere where my pet will be welcome? 

9. Do I want to be surrounded by three acres of attractive private protected 
woodland? 

10. Do I want to live in a development whose management company has been 
specifically named by the consumer magazine “Which?” as one of the 
few which provides comprehensive facilities and additional services for 
their customers? 

1 1 . And lastly, but most important, do I want the people involved in staffing 
and managing the development to really understand my needs and to really 
respect my wishes? 

If your answer to these questions is ‘Yes’ then you should visit Emmbrook 
Court and speak with the Owners who are already living there and the staff 
who are working there to see whether we are what we say we are. 

Call or write to: 

Mr Larry Klein 
Retirement Security Ltd 
15 Boult Street, Reading, RG1 4RD. 

Telephone: Reading (0734) 503745 
Supported by 

Nationwide Anglia Building Society 


f -tRETlR£MENT 

^ SECURITY LIMITED 


Nationwide 
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PSORIASIS 

For information on all aspects of 
psoriasis, treatments, handy hints, 
research, write to: 

Mrs Linda Henley 
The Psoriasis Association 
7 Milton Street 
Northampton NN2 7JG 

(0604) 711129 


OLD PEOPLES 
HOME NEXT? 

AN ALTERNATIVE APPROACH... 
Are you, or a loved one, faced with 
the seemingly unavoidable prospect 
of leaving the familiar surroundings 
of your own home to move into 
residential care? if so, you may 
now have an alternative. Ring Able 
(Community Care) for details of 
their highly successful ' Continuous 
Housekeeper/Carer Service'. 
Most people, and especially the 
elderly, are happiest in their own 
homes. 


Tel: Norwich (0603) 764567 

(Employment Agencies License No) SE 18058 
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or write to 


(COMMUNITY CARE) 


29 SURREY STREET 
NORWICH 
NR1 3NX 


ST LUKES 
NURSING HOME 


Latimer Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 7PF 



St Luke’s Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Centre is situated in 
a quiet residential part of Headington. It is purpose built, homely 
and has many modern facilities, including X-ray, hydrotherapy pool 
and a well equipped physiotherapy department. Many of the com- 
fortable rooms have en suite facilities and televisions, and all rooms 
have their own telephone. There are spacious lounges and dining 
rooms and all the food is home made. Full nursing care is provided 
and St Luke’s has its own medical officer. 

For further information contact the Admissions Secretary on 
(0865) 750220. 


MULBERRY 
NANNIES 

it Nannies i 

★ Mothers Helps * 

★ Housekeepers 

★ Companions 

Daily/Live-in P/Time Perm. 

New clients and staff always 
welcome for HERTS, BUCKS. BEOS. 
MIDDX AND LONDON agency. 
(0923) 31069 / 244804 
0442 231102 




TRACY NURSING 
HOME 

MEMBER REGISTERED 
NURSING HOME 
ASSOCIATION 


GENERAL MEDICAL & 
CONVALESCENT IN A HOMELY, 
CARING ATMOSPHERE 


Fully trained staff in attendance day 
and night. 

Central heating, good food, H/C and 
colour TV in all rooms. Single or dou- 
ble rooms. Day room. Lift. Pleasant 
gardens 


Registered by Oxfordshire Health Authority 
Personal attention of Matron S.D. 
Wilkinson SRN, SCM 

24/26 Broughton Road, Banbury, Oxon 

BANBURY 62530 


FABRI CARE 

TOTAL FLOOR AND FABRIC CARE 

SPECIAL OFFER 10% DISCOUNT 

Professional carpet, curtain and upholstery cleaning 
specialists in on-site application of Stain Repellent and 
Flame Retardant finishes. 

For more information and free quotation 

Tel: (0734) 890027 

Major Credit Cards accepted 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising 
in the tranquilliser-free care of patients with 
Alzheimer's disease. We have qualified and ex- 
perienced staff, large gardens and grounds, and 
beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to 
show you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SD. 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 
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A new concept in care for the elderly 


Beautiful 16th Century manor House designed specifically 
for those seeking choice, independence and long-term 
security during retirement. Fully registered care facilities in- 
cluding 24 hour nursing care in tranquil riverside setting. 
Congenial relaxing atmosphere; lounges, library, liceirced- 
bar. Apartments for couples, all accommodation en-suite. 
Superb leisure facilities; music, drama, the arts, bridge, 
fishing, croquet etc. 


Purpose-built Nursing Wing now open for long-term, con- 
valescent and post operative care. 


Weekly fees for Residential Care from £395/wk, Nursing Care 
from £495/wk. 

For further details please contact Richard Branch, The Old 
Prebendal House, Shipston-under-Wychwood, Oxford 0X7 
6BQ. Tel: (0993) 831888. 
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Downland 

discovery 

Sipping coffee following our 
normal ‘group’ service is an in- 
adequate way of really getting to 
know our fellow Christians in 
the 12 churches that go to make 
up our North Downland 
Association of Parishes. So the 
representatives of these parishes 
decided to try and do something 
that might help us take a first 
step towards discovering the 
purpose and challenge of the 
Church in our Downland area. 

Thirty-five of us met in 
Chieveley church along with a 
team of ordinands from St 
Stephen’s House in Oxford and 
their Vice-Principal for the 
‘Downland Discovery Day’. 
The children made a huge room- 
sized map of the Downland 
area, and had a whale of a time 
under the supervision of ordi- 
nand Luke. Their prayer was in- 
cluded in the closing act of 
worship. 

We thought about the impor- 
tance of the church for those 
who do not regularly attend (as 
well as for those who do); we 
considered the patterns and fre- 
quency of worship we should 
like to see; and we talked about 
the ways in which parochial 
funds are spent and the future 
deployment of the ordained 
ministry. 

It was an interesting exercise 
— a chance to explore the op- 
portunities for evangelism in this 
rural area, and encouraged an 
interchange of ideas among 
fellow Christians who hold 
strong and often divergent opi- 
nions on matters of common 
concern. 

Canon Colin Scott-Dempster 


What do You 

think? 

You may disagree with our 
rather rosy view of life in 
the countryside and have a 
different experience. Is 
there faith and hope in 
your countryside? Please 
write and tell us as soon as 
possible. The Editor, The 
DOOR, Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey, Ox- 
ford 0X2 ONB. 


Opening up to 
Green issues 

At Haddenham in Buckinghamshire the Church has recent- 
ly made available a small parcel of glebe land in order to 
improve the visibility at a dangerous road junction. The land 
was cleared by members of the local community led by Det 
Con Price pictured planting a small broad leaf tree donated 
by the Forestry Commission. Representing the Diocese at the 
planting ceremony on March 18 are (left to right), Mr Terry 
Landsbert, Secretary of the Board of Finance and Mr George 
Hammond, chairman of the Glebe Committee. Looking on 
(right) is the Revd David Gregg, Vicar of Haddenham. The 
Glebe Committee is becoming increasingly involved in en- 
vironmental matters. Last year for the first time an incom- 
ing tenant of a Glebe farm in Buckinghamshire accepted a 
conservation management agreement and not far away at 
Bierton with Broughton near Aylesbury, the Diocese joined 
forces with the Aylesbury Countryside Management Project 
and a team of volunteers to clear an area of glebe land 
alongside the Grand Union Canal and to improve its wildlife 
value. 



Planning our 


Taking stock of 
your own village 


The future planning of rural 
England will largely be influenc- 
ed by the many profound 
changes which have been occur- 
ring in the countryside for a 
large part of the post-war era. 

The enormous rise in car- 
ownership (around 650 per cent 
between 1951 and 1981) has 
spawned the repopulation of the 
countryside to such an extent 
that between 1971 and 1981 the 
United Kingdom’s population 
grew faster in rural areas than 
elsewhere, mostly in small 
towns of less than 5,000 in- 
habitants. 

Alongside this process of rural 
repopulation has come a pro- 
nounced change in the social 
composition of many rural 
areas. Massive influxes of peo- 
ple drawn from urban profes- 
sional and managerial classes 


have introduced into the coun- 
tryside new sets of value 
systems — with affluent 
newcomers often more fiercely 
resistant to change than more 
long-standing residents. 

A concomitant of the growth 
in car ownership has been the 
general decline in rural shops, 
services and facilities. A recent 
study by ACRE, the umbrella 
body for the Rural Community 
Councils, noted that although 
the dramatic losses of the 60s 
and 70s had been stemmed, 
many important rural services 
were continuing to disappear 
from small villages. 

Finally, the post-war period 
has seen the increasing demise 
of the rural ‘occupational com- 
munity’. Principally, (although 
not exclusively) this has affected 
the agricultural sector, with the 


future 


effect that only in land-use terms 
can rural England now be 
regarded as agricultural 
England. 

As a consequence of changes 
such as these the issues now 
confronting rural planners are 
greatly different from the pro- 
blems of the past. Then, the pro- 
blems were things like poor 
rural infrastructure (roads, 
sewers, gas and electricity sup- 
plies etc); inadequate standards 
of environmental health; and un- 
fit housing. Now (and par- 
ticularly in the ‘urbanised’ 
countryside of the South-East) 
they are much more the ‘pro- 
blems’ of affluence. 

Prime amongst these is that of 
affordable housing for local peo- 
ple priced out of rural housing 
markets. An ACRE-assessed na- 
tional need of over 370,000 
rural households will command 
much future attention. Other im- 
portant issues include the 
necessary diversification of the 
rural economy (including the re- 
use of redundant farmland and 
buildings); measures to improve 
the accessibility to shops and 
services of the car-less minori- 
ty; and growing public demands 
for leisure and recreational use 
in the countryside. 

How to achieve all these aims 
whilst protecting and enhancing 
the natural beauty, wildlife and 
amenity of the countryside is the 
planners’ future task. It is both 
a challenge and an opportunity. 

Christ Kenneford 
Chris Kenneford is Principal 
Planner for Bucks County 
Council . 


Would you like to know what 
people in your village feel about 
living in your community? 
Many villages have found out 
just this sort of information from 
carrying out a village appraisal. 
A village appraisal is a survey 
carried out by local people in 
their own communities. It takes 
stock of all aspects of the village 
or parish, its good points and its 
problems, its assets and its 
needs. 

Last year Faith in the Coun- 
tryside urged parochial church 
councils and parish councils to 
‘work together to improve the 
life of the Church and the village 
community. An appraisal can 
help foster the community spirit 
of the village. 

Many villages in Buck- 
inghamshire, Berkshire and Ox- 
fordshire have undertaken 
appraisals and have benefited 
greatly. An appraisal is not an 
end in itself, and can produce 
action plans and formulate ideas 
for the future of the village — 
ideas which have come from the 
very people who know most 
about their communities. The 
appraisal can cover the provi- 
sion of low cost housing, the 
need for a voluntary transport 
scheme, the environmental 
aspect — all these have been 
strongly emphasised in the Faith 
in the Countryside Report. It can 
also give a basis of information 
for your locally elected 
representative and planners, 


with hard factual information to ^ 
back your case. An appraisal 
usually takes the form of a writ- 
ten questionnaire delivered to 
everyone in the parish or 
village, and therefore it is a 
means of gathering the opinion 
of those less articulate or less 
confident. 

Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire Rural Com- 
munity Councils assist com- 
munities carry out appraisals 
and other community develop- 
ment work in rural areas. They 
have produced various good 
practice guides for appraisals, 
and are available to give advice 
free of charge. Alongside this 
advice is a video explaining , 
village appraisals and parish 
maps, and a new computer soft- 
ware package is available. 
Please contact one of the Rural 
Community Councils below. 
There may even be a small 
amount of funding to cover the 
cost of printing questionnaires 
and the final report. 

For further information con- 
tact: Oxfordshire Community 
Council, The Hadow Rooms, 
101 Banbury Road, Oxford 
OX2 2NE. Tel: 0865 512488. 
Community Council for 
Berkshire, Epping House, 55 
Russell Street, Reading RG1 
7XG. Tel: 0734 566556. Buck- 
inghamshire Council for 
Voluntary Service, Walton 
House, Walton Street, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 7QQ. 
Tel: 0296 21036. 


The Rural Development Commission is the government agency concerned with peo- 
ple who live and work in the country. Its business service gives advice, training, 
loans to small businesses and support to community projects. Oxon, Berks and Bucks 
are all covered by the RCD’s Wallingford office. The Makings, St John’s Road, 
Wallingford, Oxon 0X10 9BZ, tel 0491 35523. 

Action for Communities in Rural England (ACRE) supports the nation’s 38 coun- 
try Rural Community Councils. It campaigns for those who live and work in the coun- 
try, including the shortage of affordable housing, access to facilities and limited job 
opportunities. It publishes many useful leaflets and a bi-monthly magazine Rural View- 
point. ACRE, Stroud Road, Cirencester, Glos GL7 6JR, tel 0285 653477. 
Rural Community Councils (RCCs), supported by ACRE, promote the welfare or 
rural communities. Where possible, they work in partnership with other organisa- 
tions to provide information, carry out surveys, support local groups, and monitor 
developments in their local areas. Experienced staff offer practical help in setting up 
local initiatives and raising funds. Annual subscriptions are usually around £8-£10. 
Most county groups publish a newsletter. There is a list of addresses on this page. 

Mission for Christ — Rural Evangelism is an interdenominational body working 
to help local village churches share their faith. It conducts ‘Community Missions' 
at the invitation of local churches and sponsors a narrowboat to reach those living 
and holidaying on Britain’s waterways. Mission for Christ, Guestling Lodge, Mar- 
tineau Lane, Hastings, E Sussex TN35 5DS, tel 0424 812384. 

Berks, Bucks & Oxon Naturalist Trust (BBONT) is concerned with all conserva- 
tion issues. It owns and manages nature reserves and works with schools on educa- 
tion projects. Individual subscription is £12.50 annually and family and group 
subscriptions are available. BBONT, 3 Church Cowley Rd, Rose Hill, Oxford 0X4 
3 JR, tel 0865 775476. 


Cherwell Valley Cruises 

BOOK NOW FOR YOUR PRIVATE PARTY 
ABOARD THE NARROW BOAT 

BUSCOT 




WE CATER FOR CLUB OUTINGS, 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES, 

- BIRTHDAY PARTIES OR 
ANY CELEBRATION YOU 
CARE TO INVENT, 

OR WHY NOT TREAT YOUR 
CUSTOMERS OR STAFF 
TO A PRIVATE PARTY. 

> Telephone : Tackley (086983) 508 
or 509 (Answerphone) 


HEATHER CRAFT 
EHTERPRISES 

Hand painted gnomes. 

All styles and sizes available. 
Complete kits available to paint your 
own gnome. 

Religious statues to order. 

For further details contact: 

Heather Craft Enterprises, 

North Wynds, 

113 The Oval, 

Glenboig, 

Strathclyde, 

Scotland ML5 2R7. 

Tel: 0236 875397 



TYN-Y-COED 

RHIW BRYFDIR. BLAENAU FFESTINIOG. MEIRIONNYDD. GWYNEDD LL4I 3HS 
Telephone: 0766 830782 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE AN 

ENGINE DRIVER? 

During November we will be running courses over the weekends (arr Friday for evening meal, dep. after 
breakfast on Monday). Driving tuition will be at "Joys Of Life" Bethesda on the 5in narrow guage line 
using Terry Robinson's 0-4-0 tender tank, steam of course. 

Up to 3, 5in line will be available. You may even bring along your locomotives. "N.G." videos and/or 
films and/or slides during the evenings if required. 

All this for only £73.00 fully inclusive - Book Early. 5 Weekend Available. 


ESTABLISHED 1850 



TELEPHONE: 
(0865) 792227 


R. L. BROMLEY & SON 

Dignity in Destiny 

Funeral Directors and Monumnetal Masons 
24 Hour Personal Service to all areas 
145 Magdalen Road, Oxford, Oxfordshire, OX4 1RL 




Registered Charity Number 204330 


BBONT Hr 


3 Church Cowley Road, Rose Hill, Oxford 0X4 3]R. Tel: Oxford (0865) 775476 


I Q Please send me a FREE copy of A LEGACY FOR THE FUTURE. 

□ I would like to become a member - please send me details. 

I Please accept my donation of £ - 

I enclose cheque/PO made payable to BBONT or debit my Access/Visa 
Account number 

I Name 

Address 

Postcode 

BBONT, FREEPOST, DEPT. TO , Oxford, 0X4 3BR. Tel: (0865) 775476 
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GLYNSWOOD 

EVERYTHING FOR THE STUDENT 

Print and Stationery 

Improved range of personal and commercial stationery. 
Dyeline and photocopying service. 

A very large selection of Parker, Sheaffer and Cross 
pens. 

Framing service, rubber stamps made to order, plus 
many other items available. 

Arts, Crafts and Gifts 

Comprehensive range of artists papers and pads. 
Increased range of paints and brushes. 

Crafts too numerous to mention. 

Large selection of Gifts. 

Print and Stationery 

16 Buttermarket, Thame, Oxon 
Tel: 0844 261550 

Arts, Crafts and Gifts 

10 Upper High Street, Thame, Oxon 
Tel: (084421) 3739 



M.A. CHURCH, Religion and Society 1780-1940 

This course is offered jointly by the Cheltenham and Gloucester College of Higher 
Education and Trinity College Bristol. It includes depth studies in Missions and Im- 
perialism, Women and Religion in England 1820-1920, The Revival of Catholicism 
(Oxford Movement and Roman Catholicism) and Evangelicalism in the Nineteenth 
Century. 

The course can be taken full-time in one year or on a part-time basis. Some funds 
and bursuries are available to help with tuition costs. Applications can be made to: 
The Registry, Cheltenham and Gloucester College of Higher Education, PO Box 220, 
The Park Campus, Cheltenham GL50 2QF (0242 513836) or Registrar, Trinity Col- 
lege, Stoke Hill, Bristol BS9 1 JP (0272 682803). 




INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 
COUNSELLING SKILLS 


• Certificate Courses • 1 Year Diploma Courses 

• 2 Year Diploma Courses • Training Resources 

— All Courses on a Home Study Basis — 

For further details write: 

Registrar, Institute of Counselling, 

Dept D, 15 Hope St, Glasgow G2 6AB. 



Offering advice, support and counselling to: 

Schools — heads , teachers , pupils 
Families — parents , children 
Governing bodies — Governors 

Ring for our brochure or use our helpline: 

WENDOVER (0296) 624480 



Abbeg 

Uleuikeaburg 


PREPARATORY DAY AND WEEKLY BOARDING 
SCHOOL FOR BOYS AND GIRLS AGED 4 TO 13 

Small classes — Well qualified and caring staff 
Happy, informal atmosphere — High academic standards 
Choristers’ scholarships 

For farther details and an opportunity to visit the school, please write 
or telephone: 

The Headmaster’s Secretary, The Abbey School, Church Street, 
Tewkesbury, Glos GL20 5PD. Tel: 0684 294460. 


Did you know . . . ? 

THE BIBLE SAYS MORE ABOUT MONEY than 
virtually any other issues. But when did you 
last hear teachings on this topic? 

In a survey of 500 sermons Credit Action 
found only three were on money. So Credit 
Action has launched a MONEY 
MANAGEMENT COURSE which combines 
solid BIBLICAL TEACHING and practical 
financial advice. This course, in booklet form, 
is ideal for house and youth groups, and 
there are easy-to-use Leader's Notes so that 
anyone can lead the group. 

Each set of Participants' Notes costs £5 and 
the Leader's Notes cost an additonal £5. For 
more details, contact: 

CREDIT ACTION 

Jubilee Centre , 3 Hopper Street 
Cambridge CB1 2NZ Tel: 0223 311596 


YOUNG DOOR 


Enjoying 
life as a 
Christian 


Living in a rural area has advan- 
tages and disadvatages. One big 
advantage is that you have the 
freedom and peace of the coun- 
tryside. Another is that meeting 
the same people means getting 
to know them better, and brings 
more lasting friendship. 

As I grow older, however, I 
seem to miss my school friends 
who live in the town. One disad- 
vantage of living in a small 
village is that it is much harder 
to visit them. But joining 
societies such as guides, Sunday 
School or a Christian youth 
groups is a good way of meeting 
friends. 

Meeting place 

The church is a main feature 
in my life, and this is where I 
meet most people. We belong to 
a group of ten parishes, and I go 
to church in the bigger village, 
one mile from my home. The 
group is served by two clergy 
and three lay readers. This is 
quite a common arrangement in 
rural areas, and church activities 
sometimes span across the 
whole group involving all the 
church members together. The 
Holiday Week held in the sum- 
mer is a good example of this. 
Christian children come together 
for an activity week run by a lay 
reader and lots of willing 
parents. Glass-painting, sewing, 
crafts, cooking, roller skating, 
swimming and music are some 
of the activities on offer. The 
whole week rounds up with a 
big church service, displaying 
the things which we have made 
and including drama and music, 
to thank God for the good time 
we have had. 

Filling a gap 

There is also a youth group 
for older children. The aim is to 
fill the gap between Sunday 
School and adult membership of 
the church, and to prove that 
Christians are ordinary people, 
having fun and enjoyment, but 
also dedicated to God. 

My family has brought me up 
as a Christian and I feel I should 
practise my Christian beliefs. 
My beliefs have grown through 
the church, my family and my 
Christian friends, and I hope 
will continue to grow in the 
future. Believing in God is 
something that grows bigger and 
better as you understand more. 

Catherine Cooper 
Catherine (15) lives at Newton 
Purcell near Bicester. She is 
currently studying for her 
GCSEs at Cooper School and 
plans to start a secretarial train- 
ing course at Banbury College 
in 1992. 


Jenny's entry was 'brill' 



JENNY Wheatley formerly at Brill Church of England Combined School, won a ‘Highly Com- 
mended’ award in the under- 11 section of an international essay competition sponsored by the 
Common weath Institute. As a reward, she was given a ticket to the Commonwealth Day Service 
on March 11 at Westminster Abbey, attended not only by the Queen and the Prince of Wales 
but also by three of Jenny’s friends from Brill School and head teacher, Martyn Kitson. “It 
was a very exciting day” said Jenny. Picture (left to right) is the Abbey party: Simon Tutley, 
Jenny Wheatley, now aged 11 and a pupil at Lord Williams’s School, Thame, Kate Honour, 
Rupert Collins and Martyn Kitson behind them. 



Hi there. 

I hope you all had a very good Easter. We cer- 
tainly did, especially being in the park at sun- 
rise with the birds singing. Suddenly, with that 
warm spell, there’s a misty green around the 
countryside as the buds begin to open, and we’ve 
actually got tadpoles in our pond. Polly-dolly is 
‘itching’ to take her roof off, although I’m not 
sure whether the small spiders that live in the 
crevices are that enthusiastic! 

So where does all this power for new life come 
from? You can’t go down to Sainsburys and buy 
a packet of ‘power’ can you? It’s something we 
cannot see, and yet it is there. 

Well, after Jesus rose from the tomb. He was 
seen by many people. He was seen as a real per- 
son, especially when He shared breakfast with 
His friends (John 21; 10-14): Eventually, Jesus 
had to leave the earth to return to Heaven — His 
Ascension — on May 9 (Luke 24: 50-53; Mark 
16: 19-20; Acts 1: 7-1 f). After all, if Jesus had 
stayed on earth, in. His earthly body. His body 
would be almost 2,000 years old; difficult for us 
to be like Him because our bodies don’t last that 
long! Jesus promised the disciples that He would 
send His Holy Spirit to help them. This we 
remember at Pentecost (or Whitsun) May 19th. 

You can read what happened in Acts 2. Now, 
you are probably saying: “What’s all this got to 
do with power, spring and new life?’’ We may 
not see what appear to be tongues of flame, or 
hear a “mighty rushing wind’’, as the disciples 
did, but the Holy Spirit still comes to us today. 
And He can give us confidence tq do things that 
God wants us to do, just like the disciples on that 
day in Jerusalem. We can think of the Holy Spirit 
as being God’s power — cannot see Him, but we 
can see what He does (new buds and new life. 


and courage to do things for God). 

There is a very good book which helps to ex- 
plain about the Holy Spirit. It’s called ‘ Catch the 
Wind\ by Malcolm Kyte (Word Books, £2.50). 
Meanwhile, below is an idea I found in another 
book. It is from a book called Instant Art for 
Festivals (Palm Tree, £5.95). There are lots of 
other ideas for Pentecost in it. So — if you ask 
the Holy Spirit to help you — who knows what 
God may want you to do? 


Roger Fray 
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Cut here 

Fold backwards 
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3 

Fold forwards 


Fold backwards 


1. Cut out I he two ‘helicopters' 

2. Colour in (he pictures, copy on the back 

3. Divide the blades down the cut line. Fold one 


4. Attach a paperclip to the bottom ot each model 



felx 

ST DEINIOL’S 
RESIDENTIAL 
LIBRARY 

HA WARDEN (near Chester) 
A sabbatical should be a time 
for renewing one's vision of 
life and ministry. We can of- 
fer ideal conditions to 
facilitate that renewal: 
Excellent residential amenities 
A fine library and tutiona! guidance 
Welcome to spouses and families 
Ease of access 
Help with practical details 
Reasonable costs 
(sabbaticals over 4 weeks: 

Clergy £116.50 per week/others 
£163.50 per week). 

For bookings and further 
details, please write to: 

The Booking Secretary, 

St. Deiniol's Library, 
Hawarden, Clwyd CH5 3DF. 
Tel: 0244 532350 


THE MODERN 
CHU RCH PEOPLE’S UNION 

79TH ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 

HIGH LEIGH CONFERENCE 
CENTRE, HODDESDON, 
HERTFORDSHIRE 

23-26 July. 1991 

NEW HORIZONS 
FOR RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 

In the Chair. DR BRIAN GATES 

This year's conference focuses on 
Christianity, RE, and national identity. In 
a society which is Christian, secular and 
multi-faith different loyalties abound. For 
any individual, sense of culture, race, 
nationality or religion may be variously 
complementary or competing. What is the 
proper role of public education in this 
sphere and what are its limits and horizons 
for children and their teachers? 

Conference Secretary: 

The Revd NICK HENDERSON 
St Martin's Vicarage, 25 Birch 
Grove, Acton, LONDON W3 9SP 
(Telephone 081 992 2333) 
or 

Booking Secretary : 

The Revd PHILIP HARRATT 
The Vicarage. Chirbury, 
MONTGOMERY, Powys SY15 6BN 
(Telephone 093 872218) 


THE "NO FUSS" WAY TO 
TRANSFORM YOUR HALL 



The dream staircase 
you’ve always wanted is just 
a phone-call away. Because 
now, you can have your old 
banisters replaced by 
beautiful timber 
balustrading, without the 
need for any structural 
changes. 

Reliable craftsmen will 
fit genuine Richard Burbidge 
Stairparts for you, with the 
minimum of fuss and mess. 

Bring timeless, 
traditional style to your 
hallway and add value to 
your home. 

Simply call us for a free 
quotation today. 


For advice and quotation telephone 
Nick Bridges and Company, 

High Wycombe, 

0494 881905 

RICHARD BURBIDGE APPROVED INSTALLER 


^Richard 

Burbidge 

Homefit 







Bishop's son wed 



IN SPRING, clergy diaries fill up with weddings — but for 
the Right Revd Richard Harries, Bishop of Oxford, one 
ceremony was a rather special one. On Saturday April 13 
he celebrated the marriage between his son, Mark, and 
Priscilla Hutchings at Christ Church Cathedral. Mark is a 
doctor at the London Hospital, and Priscilla an occupational 
therapist. The couple will live in London. 


Water of 
human 
kindness 

“MEANWHILE, a Samaritan 
woman came to draw water. 
Jesus said: ‘Give me a drink’. 
The Samaritan woman said: 
‘What you, a Jew, ask a drink 
of me, a Samaritan woman’?” 
It led, if you remember, to 
Jesus’ promise of ‘living water’. 
But it also places the challenge 
to the Church firmly in context. 

The headteacher of the local 
primary school rang me the 
other day. “At this time of the 
year, the children raise money 
for some charity or other,” she 
said. “This year, they want to 
help people in one of the 
underdeveloped countries to 
establish a clean water supply. 
Any ideas?” I was able to sug- 
gest an address to which she 
might write. But what struck me 
was that the teachers have got it 
right at that school, encouraging 
the children to raise money for 
a project which can then be 
maintained by the people to 
whom the aid has been given. 

It will not always be so. Aid 
to those desperate Kurds cannot 
but be an outright gift. And we 
may not approve of Saddam 
Hussein, natural successor to 
Nebuchadnezzar if ever there 
was, any more than the Jews of 
New Testament times approved 
of the Samaritans. But I believe 
that we should do our utmost to 
feed the ordinary Iraqis. 

That sort of thing is being 
done at least in Uganda, a coun- 
try also suffering the aftermath 
of atrocity and war. The ‘Send 
a Cow’ campaign (Chairman, 
Anthony Herbert 0533 774627) 
has now sent to Uganda 174 
pregnant Jersey and Freisian 
cows, more than 1 ,500 straws of 
semen, 20 milking goats, three 
motor bikes, one Land Rover 
and, most recently, 55 embryos 
for implanting the local cattle. 
We have all heard of tractors 
rotting in the fields in 
underdeveloped countries 
through lack of spare parts and 
the expertise to fit them. But 
pregnant Fresians, it seems, take 
to Uganda like ducks to water 
and are very partial to elephant 
grass. 

Blanket 

coverage 

But there is a great deal else 
going on around us by way of 
aid. On February 27, the Ded- 
worth’s ‘Circle of Friendship’ 


held a Blanket Thanksgiving 
Service at All Saints’ at Deb- 
worth, near Windsor, conducted 
by the Revd. Peter Atkinson. It 
marked the gift of the 500th 
blanket to the Save the Children 
Fund, and was attended by the 
Princess Royal who is President 
not only of Save the Children 
but also of the lesser known 
British Knitting and Export 
Council — a right royal oc- 
casion. 

And, at the Apollo Theatre in 
Oxford, ‘An Evening with Cliff 
Richard’ on March 23 was a 
sell-out, helping to raise money 
for Tear Fund. It also did a great 
deal for the Organiser of this 
evening of gospel music, Paul 
Herrington, former director of 
music at St Aldate’s, who realis- 
ed a lifelong ambition to meet 
the star. 

Aid, though, is not exclusive- 
ly a preserve of the present — 
witness the problems of Cumnor 
Charity Trustees, where in 1720 
a certain George Noble left £10 
in his will to lend, with the 
stipulation that it be repaid, to 
the parish’s ‘rack-renters’. That, 
it was repaid is evidenced by the 
fact that the fund has now grown 
to £330. The trustees would 
dearly like to carry on lending, 
but have no idea who ‘rack 
renters’ are. 

Nor need our aid be always 
utilitarian. Who could not have 
sympathy with the work of the 
Emergency Care for Children, 


Cippenham, West Slough co- 
ordinator Margaret Such (0753 
30420) which has developed a 
‘Knit a Super Ted’ easy-to- 
follow pattern so that they can 
be made to supply to children in 
hospital in the Third World. It 
is heartwarming to know that 
5000 ‘Super Teds’ have already 
been dispatched to children in 
such places as the Sudan, Zam- 
bia, Uganda and Romania. 
Perhaps a note should be sent to 
‘Sianel Pedwar Cymru’, the 
Welsh Channel 4 which first 
brought ‘Super Ted’ to our 
television screens. 

Yet the challenge to the 
Church is greater than the need 
to give aid in whatever form. 
Our Lord also promised, and so 
must we, that people will be 
given also the gifts of the 
spirit,” a spring of water well- 
ing up to eternal life.” I find that 
heartwarming, but daunting. 

Servers’ 

service 

Service at the spiritual level 
can take many forms. Whenever 
Jeeves was required, you 
remember, there was a shim- 
mering and there he was — the 
great brain nurtured on fish as 
unobtrusive as ever. So it must 
be with servers at the Eucharist, 
people not meant to be noticed 
but who facilitate the liturgy, it 
is good to know that members 


of The Guild of Servants of the 
Sanctuary, Chapter of St 
Birinus, came together this year 
on April 15 at St Andrew’s 
Church, Oxford, and were join- 
ed by the congregation for their 
Guild service of Evensong and 
Benediction. It reflects well their 
ideal of ‘brotherhood and good 
standards’. 

More energetic in the service 
of the Church was wife of the 
Rector, Mrs Marilyn Lewis, and 
former churchwarden Brian 
Riddy, who recently led a spon- 
sored swim in aid of the massive 
£195,000 Appeal to restore the 
crumbling 13th century edifice 
of St Peter and St Paul’s 
Church, Newport Pagnell. But 
the Appeal has been a success in 
more ways than one, stimula- 
ting a week-long Festival of 
Arts in the town to take place 
June 29-July 7, to raise money 
for local charities. The Festival 
is to be opened by Olympic gold 
medallist Duncan Goodhew. 
The secretary is Gerald Stratton 
(0908 610526). Among the at- 
tractions will be the jazz of 
Bruce Turner in the nave of the 
Church. 

Opera and 
comedy 

The village of Blewbury, too, 
is going in for big scale events. 
The opera centre Qf the Diocese? 
It all began in 1971 with a per- 
formance of Britten’s ‘Noyes 
Fludde’. Four years later, they 
sponsored a full scale opera bas- 
ed on the story of Sir Gawain 
and the Green Knight, and the 
village has been commissioning 
operas from up-and-coming 
composers ever since. ‘The 
Wood’ by Simon Thorne is the 
latest, performed at the church 
on April 17-20. And the oldest 
soloist? Stephen Vemey, former 
Bishop of Repton, who sings 
baritone and who played the part 
of a greedy and cantankerous 
miller! 

Nor does the fun stop there. 
Howard Brayton of North Leigh 
has written and published 
Church-Notices , in aid, among 
other charities, of the Church 
Urban Fund, copies from the 
author at 6 Windmill Road, 
North Leigh, Witney OX8 6RQ 
(£4.95). One quote will suffice 
to get the flavour of it: 

“I find myself in something of 
a quandary. Paddy O’Flynn has 
told me he’d rather die than be 
buried in a Protestant 
cemetery.” 

Want more? Go and buy it. 

Richard Hughes 

The Revd. Richard Hughes is 
Rector of Whitchurch-upon- 
Thames. 


The Churchwarden's 
Year (The End) 


Saturday 15 December 

For some reason in our 
church it is the churchwardens * 
responsibility to get the 
Christmas tree for church. Spent 
this morning with the other chur- 
chwarden going round different 
garages and garden centres 
looking for the tree. Eventually 
found a 10ft bargain and we 
drove back with it to Church. As 
we were getting it out of the car , 
one of our church members 
came and accosted us angrily 
saying , that surely we were not 
putting up pagan decorations 
like Christmas trees in church. 
1 think he was only joking? 

Sunday 16 December 

Still felt a little uneasy about 
the Christmas tree. Was it 
pagan? During the day our 
Vicar ’ s wife asked me where we 
had got the tree. I told her how 
much we paid , and she said it 
was much less expensive than 
the one they bought for the 
Priory. This was reassuring as 
if there were any theological 
reasons for not have a Christmas 
tree surely our Vicar would not 
have one in his house! 

Monday 17 December 

A friend tells me that in their 
church in the neighbouring 
parish they can have a 
Christmas tree and lights , but 
that the lights cannot be turned 
on until Christmas Day because 
that is the day that Jesus was 
bom! / am not too sure about the 
theology for this. 

Tuesday 25 December 

Torrential rain before our 
Christmas Day service left water 
dripping into the vestry. A hasti- 
ly found bucket temporarily 
helped. During the service I was 
sitting at the front , as I was go- 
ing to lead the prayers. Sudden- 
ly, water started to drip from the 
ceiling onto the floor right in 
front of me . . . It seemed a 
helpful reminder that even on 
Christmas Day churchwardens 
have a role to play, even if it is 
just finding buckets to catch 
water. 

Saturday 5 January 

The Quinquennial Report ar- 
rived today. Up till now 1 had 
been mystified by the way peo- 
ple spoke almost in hushed tones 
about 'The Quinquennial’, and 
now 1 know why. This is the 
report of the survey carried out 
every five years on the church 
buildings. Fortunately, the 
report on our church was not too 
serious but there are quite a lot 
of repairs to carry out. 

Half an hour after I had seen 
the report I had a very urgent 
call from our Parish Ad- 
ministrator to say that following 
a very heavy storm, rainwater 
was cascading through the 



Illustration, Graham Jeffrey 
(1989) is reproduced from The 
Churchwarden ’s year (Church 
House Publishing, 1989, £1.50) 
by permission of the Central 
Board of Finance of the 
Church of England. 


church roof. With the other 
churchwarden we made good 
use of the mops and buckets 
again. 

Why do people not get to 
church on time! 

One of the tasks in the Quin- 
quennial Report is io clear the 
belfry of pigeon droppings which . 
have accumulated over many 
years. Guess who have been 
given this rewarding job? The 
churchwardens! 

Monday 19 February 

I now know what the 'Ter- 
rier' and the 'Inventory' are. / 
thought I would take the Ter- 
rier home , and our two cats 
might be scared. Sorry , that is 
a joke! These documents 
should record all that the 
Church possesses , silver , com- 
munion table , stained glass 
windows — but they seem 
rather lacking in detail! The 
previous wardens tell us that 
completing these documents 
was always something thef 
meant to get round to! 

Sunday 3 March 

Our Annual Church Meeting 
will be soon, but I will not be 
standing again as a chur- 
chwarden. Unfortunately my 
other duties as a Lay Reader and 
as a House Group Leader are 
too much to cope with, and so 
lam standing down to make way 
for much more capable people 
in our church. 

Sunday 7 April 

/ am having withdrawal symp- 
toms! New churchwardens were 
elected, and so I do not have fo 
worry any more — but / catch 
myself going into the vestry ? to 
count the collection! Can / get 
out of the habit of having to be 
at every service at least 30 
minutes before the start, and 
usually 30 minutes after the 
finish ! 

Concluded 

We are most grateful to our 
Churchwarden for his diary 
and wish him a happy 
retirement. 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

For a personal and dignified service contact: 


Mr J. CURRAN or Mr G. CHURCH 

Churchgate 46 Btshopwood Road 

The Broadway. Thatcham Tadley 


Tel: (0635) 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 0734 814420 (24 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 


For Friendly Competitive Service 


Winckworth 


& 

Pemberton 


Over 200 years 
experience advising 
individuals, commerce 
and charities 


SOLICITORS AND PARLIAMENTARY AGENTS 

16 BEAUMONT STREET, OXFORD. 0X1 2LZ 

Tel: Oxford 241974, 721045. 

Fax: Oxford 726274 


CHURCHILL UPHOLSTERY 



• Furniture Renovations 

• Antique and Modern 

• Private and Contract 

• Loose Covers 

• Curtains 

• Custom Made and Reproduction 
Furniture 


Headboards and padded mirrors to order 
Stockists of: G. P. AND J. BAKER LTD AND BLENDW0RTH 
- PARKERTEX - SHAFFER - VALMIC - SANDERSON 


Wide range of fabrics Kingham 

Tel: (0608) 658139 (day). 658267 (pm) 

UNIT 1 , MOUNT FARM, CHURCHILL, OXON 


MEMORIALS 

by the specialists (established over 40 years) 

Visit our workshops and 


consult our skilled stonemasons 

l 

-f 

L 

or send for brochure. 


Ross 

I 

Stonecraft ltd 


Elliman Avenue 

I 

Slough SL2 5AZ ~~ ‘ 


Slough (0753) 22889 JSim 


Member National Ass of Master Masons 



WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 

Self-Contained single 
unfurnished one bedroom Flats 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

In North Oxford for retired persons, 
with Oxfordshire connections 

24 HOUR WARDEN SERVICE 
2 MEALS PER DAY SERVED TO 
INDIVIDUAL FLATS 

All enquiries to the Administrator 
Wyndham House, Plantation Road, 
Oxford OX2 6JJ 

Telephone Oxford 511239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 
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Where Dreams Become a Reality 

$5erfe8fjtre bribes 

Bridal wear specialists with over 200 styles of 
sumptuous gowns from the country’s top designers 
in our showrooms and catalogues. 

^ been waiting for 

A HIRE SERVICE 

on all our fabulous 
bridal gowns 
Prices range 
from only 
£85.00 


Including exclusive silk headdresses made to order 
plus handmade veils to your design. 

All bridesmaids and pageboys also catered for and 
to add the finishing touch we have a wide selection 
of beautiful jewellery. 

Choose your special gown in a relaxed unhurried 
atmosphere where all enquiries are greeted with a 
friendly smile and a genuine desire to give you the 

best. 

Hours to suit you: 

Mon-Fri: 11 -7pm; Sat: 9.30-5.30; Sun: By App. 

39 Greys Road, Henley-on-Thames, 
Oxfordshire (Opposite the Car Park) 
Telephone: 0491 410123 









DISAPPOINTED BY PREVIOUS GOLF 
SALES? - COME TO THE BEST 

GOLF SALE 

SPRING EXTRAVAGANZA 
ONE DAY ONLY 

Bargains & Special 
Offers Galore 
X Q 

SATURDAY 1 1th MAY 
9.30am to 5.00pm 

ST PETER & PAUL'S CHURCH HALL 

WESTWAY 
BOTLEY, OXFORD 

EVERYTHING FROM IRONS, WOODS AND 
GRAPHITES TO BAGS, SHOES AND 

CLOTHING 

YOU CANT AFFORD TO MISS IT! 

Golf Fair Promotions Ltd 
(0494) 431696 


ESPECIALLY V 


Kv>. 


FOR YOU 
FABRICS 

(Cut-price 

Mail-Order) ~ 

Ideal for home dressmakers. 

Telephone or write for your 
FREE collection of samples . 

Immediate delivery of your 
order, no matter where you «*« 

are in the country . . 

6 CHEQUERS PARADE, 

LONDON N13 6BX WS&. 

Telephone: 081 807 8746 4 pi 

1®R 

mu 

mm 


Find us 
just off 
the B4000 

AN EXCITING NEW 18 HOLE GOLF COURSE HAS 
RECENTLY OPENED AT 

SEVENHAMPTON near 

HIGHWORTH in Wiltshire 

) 

Designed by Messrs Hawtree & Son of Woodstock, it is 6,548 yards long 
SSS71. Set in the beautiful Wiltshire countryside with magnificent views on all 
sides it is sufficiently undulating to be interesting but has no cardiac hills! 
Strategically placed water hazards and bunkers provide a real challenge for the 
more skilfull players, every use has been made of existing trees, and further 
extensive planting will make this a very fine golf course indeed. 


COME AND PLAY THIS CHALLENGING COURSE AND SEE FOR YOURSELF!! 

* 

All enquiries regarding membership should be made in 
writing to the Secretary: 

Mrs S. Manners, Sevenhampton, Highworth, Wilts. 


SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 


This voucher will entitle the holder to 
£2.00 off the normal green fees 
which are: 

£1 0.00 per round Monday to Friday 
and 

£15.00 per round Sat/Sun and Bank 
Holidays 

VOUCHER VALID UNTIL 31 MAY 1991. 



WRAG 
BARN 

golf (3 country club 



Sevenhampton 

Highworth 

Swindon 

Wilts 
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NU-IMAGE 

WINDOWS 

A wide range of 
replacement 
windows, doors and 
secondary glazing, all 
with 1 0 years 
guarantee. 


We have ycur security at heart 
so all our windows and doors 
come complete with locking 
handles and strengthened 
frames. 


EXCELLENT PRODUCTS 
EXCELLENT SERVICE 


NO PRESSURE SALES 
NO DEPOSIT 


Conforms to all B.S. Kitemarks. 


RING OXFORD 718211 FOR A 
FREE COLOUR RROCHURE 


Jsfyirujdon r Bathrooms 



2/4 Marcham Road, Abingdon 0X14 1AA. 
Telephone (0235) 554773 

A complete bathroom service 

FULL INSTALLATION 

and Design Service 

also 

DIY and TRADE SALES 


COME AND VISIT US AT OUR SHOWROOMS, 
AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS OR 
TELEPHONE (0235) 554773 


Bathroom items such as Electric 
Showers, Shower Screens, Bathroom Accessories, 
Tiles, Taps, Vanity Units and Bowls. 


Green 
working 
holiday? 

Spend a week to a month 
in Southern Spain helping 
a charity to green the 
deserts - tree planting, 
organic gardening, devis- 
ing simple devices for the 
hungry, etc - with expert 
supervision. Live in our 
research centre in an 
idyllic mountain village. Work four hours a day 
and have the time to enjoy the spectacular 
country, swimming, sun, wholefood and gopd 
company. 

You pay from £45 per 
week (£37 low-waged, 
etc.) (Non- working visi- 
tors welcome at £70 a 
week). Send £1 for full 
details to Sunseed Desert 
Technology 

SUNSEED DESERT TECHNOLOGY 

(Sunseed Trust Regd. Charity No. 292511) 

PO Box 2000, Dept DR, Cambridge CB5 8HG. 
Tel: (0284) 728863 


DRY 

STONE 

WALLING 

Done by fully certificated 
D.S.W.A. registered master 
craftsmen. 

Large or small jobs done. 

■ Previous work can be seen. 
Free estimates. 

Telephone: 
0423 844244 
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HOUSEKEEPERjCLEANER REQUIRED 

Brill/LudgershaH/Ashendon/Dorton area 

Housekeeper/Cleaner for 4-bedroom house 
3/4 days per week — 
up to 4 hours a day to suit own schedule. 

Phone: 071-873 8005 


Confidential service of 
sermon aid for busy 
clergy ASB or PB 
Stamped envelope 
appreciated R.C. 
Horwood, 8, Olney 
Road, Lavendon, Olney, 
Bucks. MK46 4EU. 


NEW DAY 



INTRODUCTIONS 

We exist to introduce you to that 
someone special, whether you are 
single, widowed, or divorced. 

We are offering you a Professional 
Introduction Service run by caring 
Christians, exclusively for Christians. 

WRITE FOR DETAILS (ENCLOSING A 
LARGE S.A.E.) TO: 

NEW DAY INTRODUCTIONS (Dept TD) 
5. Vale Terrace. Waterfoot, Rossendale. 
Lancashire. BB4 9JQ 


PACK A COPY of Intercoms Directory • 
of English-Speaking Churches Abroad 
before you go! Price £2, including 
postage, from Intercon, 175 Tower 
Bridge Road, London SE1 2AQ. 


S. M. WALKER 

CARPENTER 
AND JOINER 

All types of work 
undertaken, doors, 
windows etc. 
No job too small! 

Telephone: 

Aylesbury 

(0296) 395618 


AUDIO CASSETTE 
DUPLICATION 

Recording, Editing, Production with 
care, in real time. 

Bucks Audio Cassettes 
Beaconsfield 
(0494) 675900 


STANTON HOUSE 

Small community near Oxford serving 
Christian workers all denominations, 
requires mature, caring Christian to 
join resident team. 

Responsible involvement in cooking 
and housework, opportunities to talk 
and pray with guests. 

Contact: The Warden, Stanton House, 
Stanton St. John, Oxford OX9 1HQ. 


CHRISTIAN SINGLES GROUPS 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS. 
Fellowship. Social Events. Friendship. 
(Oxon 084-46-502, Bucks 0494 471930, 
Berks 0734 587282). Holidays - Chris- 
tian Friendship Fellowship, Dept. A 127, 
Edenthorpe, Doncaster. 


A first for 

&££§) S0BELL HOUSE 
HOSPICE 

H0S? A QUALITY 
CLOTHES SHOP at 

4 Little Clarendon Street 
Oxford 

We Need Volunteers 
Can you spare 2/4 or 
more, hours a week? 

Please contact: Rosa Soto 

on Oxford 741114/59927 


AUEN TANNER 

Quality memorials supplied 
and erected in stone marble 
and granite 

Existing stones cleaned or 
renovated reliable service at 
competitive rates. 

7 ROSE HALL LANE 
MIDDLETON CHENEY, 

BANBURY 
(0295) 710593 


Roofing Renovation 

Authentic roofing service 

If your roof is worn out, the rest of 
your house is at risk. Water penetration 
can result in damaged ceilings and 
ruined decorations. 

If your roof is giving you cause for 
concern, why not contact us for free 
advice and estimate. 

Wi are a family firm who work to the 
highest standards and guarantee 
satisfaction with the minimum of 
inconvenience. 

Listed buildings a speciality. 

CARTER ROOFING 

OXFORD (0865) 61852 


AUTHORS 

Your book Published 

All subjects. Fiction, biography, 
travel, religious works. We 
advise, edit, publish and 
distribute. 

Details: 

EXCALIBUR 

PRESS 

DEPT E4, 13 Knightsbridge 
Green, London SW1X 7QL 


DAVID WASLEY M.A. ATC AMGP 
ARTIST IN STAINED GLASS. CON 
SERVATOR and FERRAMENTA 
specialist. Tel: 0494 23978. Somerset 
House, 145 London Rd, High Wycombe, 
Bucks HP1 1 1BT. 


HAMMOND 

ELECTRIC ORGAN 

F3000, rolltop lid, base 
pedals, bench seat, rythms 
and tape deck. 

£150 

Tel: 029675-249 


TERRY’S CROSS 

Home for retired 
Clergy and Clergy widows 

Terry's Cross is now offering 
holiday accommodation and 
full board for clergy families. 
Double bedroom in country 
house set in 6 acres of 
glorious garden, wonderful 
views. 

RATES £80 per single 
£150 per double 
If interested please contact: 
Miss Warner 
0273 492821 


DIKK0 TRANSLATIONS 

has experience in translating historical texts into 
DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN. 

So any church in the U.K. that has some kind 
of history being of interest to visitors are kindly 
requested to write or phone for information. 

DUKRO TRANSLATIONS 
5B Station Parade. 

Kenton Lane. Harrow. Middx HA3 8SB. 
Tel: 081-907 0492. 







0800 282814 

OR WRITE FOR CATALOGUE TO 
BUDGET DIRECT JO, FREEPOST, 
DEPT 750, WEST WICKHAM, ' 
KENT BR4 ONJ 


BAPTISM CANDLES 
AND HOLDEDS 

from only 66p each 

New style £13.20 for 20 

Original style £15.40 for 20 

Oe luxe £16.50 for 12 

Available direct or 
from bookshops 


belita 


Grove House 
Wade House Road 
Shelf 
Halifax 
HX3 7PF 

Tel: 0244 316144 


Guidelines for worship 


THE Diocesan pamphlet 
Developing Worship — 
Guidelines gives advice about 
the canons regulating worship, 
and the possibilities for family 
services and other forms of non- 
liturgical worship. 

The pamphlet — alternates 
between a rather restrictive view 
of liturgical worship, and a con- 
structive, liberating view of non 
liturgical worship. 

It spells out the main ingre- 
dients, word, prayer, praise and 
action, and gives models. 

It is a pity the pamphlet is not 
more informative about action. 
This is often the most difficult 
part of the service. Some times 
of year are easy. Christingle ser- 
vices have processions of 
christingles. Mothering Sunday 


Sharing in 
the light 

“WHY did you sell me that 
book? I had to sit up to 1 .30am 
to finish it. I just couldn’t put it 
down.’’ This and similar com- 
ments have been made to me by 
customers since Carole Simp- 
son’s moving autobiography 
Even The Darkness (OM 
Publishing, £2.95) was pub- 
lished in March. 

Simply, and without any sen- 
sationalism, Carole writes of her 
deprived and unhappy 
childhood, of teenage involve- 
ment in crime and drugs, and of 
her crisis pregnancies. Unable to 
make and maintain any lasting 
and stable relationships, Carole 
drifted from place to place, from 
job to job, and finally from fix 
to fix. For her, life seemed to 
be perpetual darkness — but 
then the light of the Gospel 
began to penetrate that darkness, 
and her life began to change. 
She discovered that, in the 
words of Psalm 139, “Even the 
darkness will not be dark to you; 
the night will shine like the 
day.’’ 

This slim volume is one of the 
most inspiring books I have read 
in a long time. It will affect 
those who read it, be they com- 
mitted Christian, enquirer, or 
non-believer. Carole writes with 
great honesty and humour, and 
the reader becomes involved 
with her in her tragedies and 
joys. 

I commend this book to you, 
and trust that you too will be 
moved by it, and that you will 
pass it on to someone who may 
not yet know the light of God in 
their life. 

Beri Fray 

Beri Fray lives and works in 
Newbury where she runs the 
Temple Courts Christian 
Bookshop. Carole Simpson also 
lives in the Diocese. 


has flowers to take to mother. 
Christmas and Easter have the 
crib and garden to be visited. 
What other forms of corporate 
celebration can be used? 

The ingredients need a 
framework. One which might be 
useful is that of Preparation, 
Teaching, Prayer, Celebration 
or Action. This is, of course, the 
framework of the Eucharist, but 
it does for all sorts of occasions 
from funerals to inductions. 

A difficulty in planning fami- 
ly services is that so often the 
planners are in the position of 
the cook who says: “I have 
these ingredients in the kitchen. 
What can I make with them?’’ 
In this situation, as the pamphlet 
suggests, leadership and presen- 
tation are vital. 


SHEL«<Vti UUOWN <> AVI N Ri: 1 0 

BRUSHING UP 
ON BELIEVING 



tty 

Th« Rl R«vd George Carey 


On liturgy, the pamphlet 
presents a rather legalistic and 
restrictive view, largely because 
it does not discuss the discretion 
which the minister has in mak- 
ing alterations to the set service. 
The old services were, in theory 
at least, so rigidly controlled by 
the Act of Uniformity that 
parishes have not yet realised the 
freedom which has been given 
to them by the canons of 1970. 
The two relevant sections of 
Canon B 5 are worth quoting: 

The minister may in his 
discretion make and use varia- 
tions which are not of substan- 
tial importance in any form of 
service authorised by Canon B 
1 , according to particular cir- 
cumstances. 


THE Bible Reading 
Fellowship has published 
two new titles for the 
Decade of Evangelism. 
Brushing up on Believing: 
A fresh look at basic Chris- 
tianity and Prayer (£3.50) 
by Shelagh Brown, and 
Gavin Reid will be useful 
for new or young Chris- 
tians or anyone wanting to 
brush up their faith. 

It is planned as two six- 
session Bible study courses 
with the Bible passages, 
prayers and meditations 
printed out. Lights that 
shine by the same authors 
takes a practical look at 
how people and parishes 
can fulfil their call to mis- 
sion and evangelism. 


B00KSTAU. 


I W a 

All variations informs of ser- 
vice ... shall he reverent and 
seemly and shall be neither con- 
trary to , nor indicative of any 
departure from the doctrine of 
the Church of England in any 
essential matter. 

The degree of freedom we 
have depends upon the inter- 
pretation of “substantial impor- 
tance.” The minister’s 
discretion presumably must 
cover little alterations like the 
habit of some priests have of ad- 
ding to the blessing the words: 
“And all whom you love.*’ That 
can hardly be said to be of great 
importance. 

But not, perhaps, of “substan- 
tial importance.’’ A variation of 
substantial importance must af- 
fect the substance of the service. 
A Eucharist without bread or 
without wine, or without a 
eucharistic prayer, or evensong 
without the reading of the scrip- 
tures, would be a service with 
a “substantial variation”. 

It would also in many cases be 
a variation which was contrary 
to, and indicated a departure 
from, the doctrine of the Church 
of England. (See section 3 of the 
canon). 

Circumstances alter cases. If 
you leave out the Creed because 
time is short, that is one thing. 
If you preach a sermon against 
the doctrine of the Creed and 
then leave the Creed out of the 
service, that is quite another. 
Or, if you leave out the same 
part of the service every week 
it begins to make a point which 
may be contrary to the doctrine 
of the Church of England. 

But for special occasions it 
looks as if the minister, with the 
consent of his people if he is 
wise, has a large discretion in 
altering the service to enhance 
the occasion. 

So, I would argue, Canon B 
5 allows a parish to make any 
alteration to a form of service 
which is seemly and reverent 
and which does not undermine 
what is done at the service. 

Not to discuss these issues is 
a big omission in a pamphlet 
which advertises itself as 
Guidelines. But there are other 
good things, especially the 
checklist for use when planning 
a service, and a refreshing 
frankness about entertainment in 
worship. 

Mark Spurrell 
Developing Worship — 
Guidelines (£1) is available 
from Diocesan Church House , 
North Hinksey, Oxford, OX2 
ONB. The Revd Mark Spurrell 
is Priest-in-charge ofBrightwell 
near Wallingford, Oxfordshire. 


A Creation theology 

ON January 6, all Christians began serving a ‘Ten Year Stretch’. 
The Decade of Evangelism had begun. The Church In The Midst 
Of Creation by Vincent J. Donovan (SCM, £7.95) is written by 
a Roman Catholic. However, it has much to say to anyone who 
claims to be a Christian, and who is understandably confused by 
the many lofty aims of our communal task. 

Donovan has written an exciting book. Its style is marked by an 
attractive candor. He makes his criticism and comments in a pro- 
vocative yet prophetic manner, applying the thought of Sorokin, 
Rahner and Toffler to what he considers an ailing Church. 

He considers that the Council of Trent put the Church into a sort 
of ‘straightjacket’, limiting its universal effectiveness and influence. 
He makes a nice distinction between revelation and religion. This 
is a book packed with stimulating opinions about which the rebel 
in me enthused. 

He writes that we must move away from a theology of Salva- 
tion and Redemption to a theology of Creation, to look at the world 
about us and there see God. He wants us- to re-examine hitherto- 
sacrosanct principles of the Christian Church, and open them up 
to the Spirit of change. The Church lives at the moment by “look- 
ing back and holding back”. That way is death, as modern ex- 
perience shows. The Resurrection bids us look forward to the new 
age to be found and lived in the Midst of Creation. 

This book is a real treat, but I doubt if even a decade is enough 
to undo the many years and ways which have brought the institu- 
tional Church to its present malaise, and halt the growing indif- 
ference of a growing percentage of the world’s population. 

Richard Woodward 

The Revd Richard Woodward is Team Vicar of St Michael's, 
Beaconsfield and Books Editor of The DOOR. 


A fresh understanding 


ROBIN J 
WINN 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Rebuilding and Restoration Work, 
Tuning and Maintenance. 
Estimates submitted free and 
without obligation. 

Restored Secondhand Organs 
available. 

TEL: BATH 339484 


VACATION TERM FOR 
BIBLICAL STUDY 
ST. ANNE'S COLLEGE, OXFORD 

July 20 — August 3, 1991 

O.T. Sacrifice — Dr P. Jenson 
N.T. Interpretation — Dr Watson 
Green Theology — D Echlin 
Spiritualist of Gospels - S. Barton 
Theology Today - K. W. Clements 
Hosea — Dr Grace Emmerson 
Also Dr Julia Smith & Dr J. Bowden 

Opportunities to learn Hebrew and 
N.T. Greek. 

LECTURE FEES: £30 per week 
Non-residents welcome 

Stay one or two weeks. 

For further details send S.A.E. to: 
Miss G. J. Guest, 

Hycroft , Barrack Hill, 
Hythe, Kent CT21 4BY. 


FETES - SHOWS - GALAS - 
PARTIES - etc. etc. 

The 

Bouncy 

CASTLE COMPANY 

Childrens Roundabouts — Fair 
Organ — Fun Castles 

FOR HIRE 

Telephone Wokingham 
781888 24 HR Answering 
:Service. 772828 (5-lines-Mon- 
Fri) Or write... The Bouncy 
Castle Company, 

9 Easthampstead Road. 
Wokingham, Berkshire 
RG1 1 2EH 


EYNSHAM 

PARK 

SAWMILL 

D. T. & R. F. THORNE 

For all your fencing 
and timber requirements. 
Oak and soft wood cut 
to specification. 
Firewood too! 

Cookoo Lane, 
North Leigh, 
Witney, Oxon 

0993 881391 



UNWANTED 

Dogs? please refer to us where they will 
be found happy/secure homes, please 
phone in the first instance, no biters will 
be accepted, we are the most caring 
sanctuary in this or any other area of 
Berkshire/surrounding counties, est 32 
yrs, a registered charity of long standing, 
founded by Bernard Cuff. 

Pineridge Dog Sanctuary 

0344 882689 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

★ FITTING SERVICE 
if MoT TESTING STATION 
Quality and Reliability at 
Reasonable prices 

C0UI JESY CAR TREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 


J W MARCHAM & SON 

FUNERAL 

DIRECTORS 

24hr Personal Service 
Chapel of Rest 

55 Wood St. Wallingford 
Telephone: 36145 


SUPPLIERS OF 
HANDICRAFT MATERIALS 

We sell good quality materials at 
reasonable prices so that you can 
make things of value for yourself and 
others economically. 

Send 2 1 st-class stamps for brochure. 
FRED ALDOUS LTD. PO Box 135, 37 
Lever St, Manchester M60 1UX. 
Tel: 061-236 2477 


NEWS from WEBBS 
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way 

crisis, in search of the comfor- 
ting tranquility offered by this 
cosy little church. 

But whatever their reason for 
coming, they will be greeted like 
long lost friends, especially by 
Mrs Jo Tinworth, the pro- 
church warden, who is the in- 
spiration behind so many of the 
church’s activities. Not only 
does she lovingly take daily care 
of the church — seeing that it is 
open each day, mowing its 
lawns and tending its memorial 
shrubs — but she also takes her 
turn at playing the organ and 
ringing the bells. And all this in 
addition to spear heading the 
roof appeal with boundless 
energy and cheerfulness. 

Team effort 

But she would be the first to 
say that it is a team effort. 
“What we are trying to do as a 
little community is to provide a 
working church that welcomes 
people enormously” she says. 
And they have succeeded, for 
the welcome is indeed enor- 
mous. Going into St Leonard’s 
feels like going home. Even the 
children seem to sense it. In 
their holidays they are allowed 
to play in church, and in the 
visitor’s book one eleven year 
old recently wrote a message 
from the heart: “I came down 
to wish the little church merry 
Christmas. So Merry Christmas 
dear little church.” To which 
one can only add an enthusiastic 
“Amen”. 

Christine Zwart 


declare it redundant. But again 
St Leonard’s survived, because 
the Revd Bernard Mather, the 
then rector, together with the 
hamlet’s remaining inhabitants, 
put up such a strong fight to save 
it, that the redundancy threat 
was withdrawn and enough 
money raised to make the roof 
waterproof and the interior 
habitable again. 

Today, Little Linford has 
been enlarged by eight new 
houses mainly occupied by 
Milton Keynes commuters and 
is clearly prospering. St 
Leonard’s not only pays its 
parish share but also raised con- 
siderable sums for running 
repairs. * 

Thinking big 

However, a new roof is now 
needed at a cost of £2 1 ,000 and 
the five households, who are the 
mainstay of the church, must 
grit their teeth and start fund 
raising on a bigger scale. The 
appeal began just before 
Christmas — with an unusual 
tombola stall in central Milton 
Keynes set against a painted 
church backdrop with helpers in 
choir girl robes and the Firm-in- 
Faith singers from Northamp- 
tonshire singing under a 
Christmas tree. The effect was 
so lively that even the queue for 
Father Christmas was dancing to 
the music and the appeal got off 
to a flying £1000 start. Then 
their friends, the Grey friars 
Singers from North Crawley, 
gave an Advent concert, while 
more friends from Haversham 
made and sold little toy works 
of art — and that produced 
another £400. There have also 
been home-produced pickled 
onions, jars of honey and even 
bundles of fire-wood — but 


there is still a long way to go to 
that target. 

A courageous decision to 
“think big” and book a New 
Orlean’s international jazz band 
and the Stantonbury Theatre for 
a major fund-raising concert in 
March was much less suc- 
cessful. Despite hours of careful 
planning and publicity the hall 
was less than half full, and 
nobody is quite sure why. Could 
it be that with Christ the Cor- 
nerstone nearing completion, 
Milton Keynes is less inclined to 
take to heart the fund raising 
problems of the rural churches 
at its edges? 

History, however, suggests 
that St Leonard’s will stand on 
its own feet. They are hoping for 
help from English Heritage, and 
have written to a number of 
charities, but realise that much 
of the burden will fall on them. 
So now they are busy gardening 
in all winds and weather, all 
ready for the weekend of June 
22/23 when two of their gardens 
will be open under the National 
Garden Scheme and they hope 
to welcome “hundreds” for tea. 

Greatly loved 

To the outsider it might sound 
as if they do nothing in Little 
Linford but raise money, but 
that is a very small part of the 
story. For you have only to go 
into their church to feel that this 
is a place which is not only 
greatly cared for but also great- 
ly loved. The brass work gleams, 
the woodwork glows and there 
are flowers everywhere. On 
Sundays the congregation can 
number 40 in summer when the 
Greyfriars singers come but 
more often its a dozen or 
fewer. But it doesn’t seem to 
matter at all. With a rota of three 


organists, three bell ringers and 
three flowers arrangers there is 
a great deal of doubling up and 
a great deal of fun in the pro- 
cess. This must also be the only 
church in the Diocese to provide 
Pembroke College port as the 
Communion wine! 

No wonder that St Leonard’s 
has become so well known for 
its friendliness that strangers ap- 
pear suddenly in the congrega- 
tion. Some desert other parishes 
for the 1662 services, while 
others come just for a few 
weeks, perhaps at a time of 




Little Linford is a picturesque 
hamlet of just 14 houses, and the 
proud possessor of a tiny 
13th/ 14th century church. So 
perfectly is it set above the Ouse 
valley, overlooking a wildfowl 
reserve and fishing and sailing 
lakes, that it is hard to believe 
that the Ml dissects the coun- 
tryside almost within earshot or 
that Milton Keyrtes is just two 
miles away. 

The history books seem con- 
fused about whether the church 
owes allegiance to St Leonard or 
St Andrew, but the locals prefer 
to stick with St Leonard who 
was apparently a hermit and 
would no doubt have ap- 
preciated the peaceful sur- 
roundings. 

Early in its existence St 
Leonard’s became the Chapel of 
Ease to Tickford Abbey in 
Newport Pagnell, and so some 
of its first incumbents were 
Benedictine monks. However, 
despite the Abbey’s suppression 
in February 1524, St Leonard’s 
somehow survived to become 
the village church perhaps 
because the valley was flooded 


at the time or because the 
building was just too insignifi- 
cant to be noticed. 

For the next 150 years, the 
living \yas owned by a variety 
of Lords of the Manor until the 
Knapp family arrived in 1684. 
They stayed until about 25 years 
ago and steadily extended the 
small manor into a stately man- 
sion, with a park, lodges and 
fishpond. They also gave orders 
for work on the little church — 
mending, extending and adding 
a family vault and no doubt 
almost filling all 92 seats on 
Sundays with family, visitors 
and servants. 

Almost redundant 

Sadly, the old mansion was 
allowed to fall into disrepair in 
recent times, and along with a 
number of the village cottages 
was demolished — leaving only 
six houses and the church. 
Twenty years ago St Leonard’s 
was in such a sorry state, with 
a congregation of perhaps two, 
a corrugated- iron patched roof 
and a considerable damp pro- 
blem, that there were plans to 


Mrs Jo Tinworth, pro-churchwarden. 


Parish: Grouped into one 
parish with St Mary’s, 
Haversham and St Peter’s, 
Tyringham with Filgrave. 
History: St Leonard’s dates 
from the 13th/14th century. 
Used as a Chapel of Ease for 
Tickford Abbey in Newport 
Pagnell. Survived the sup- 
pression of the Abbey in 
1524 and became a village 
church. Extended and 
modernised by the Knapp 
family whose memorials are 
on the walls. Saved from 
redundancy in the 1970s. 
Clergy: the Revd David 
Lunn is the Rector of the 
whole Parish. 

Pro-Churchwarden: Mrs Jo 
Tinworth. 

Bell-ringers: The bells have 
just been rehung. Two or 
three members of the con- 
gregation have learned the 
art and take it in turn to ring 
them. 

Choir: The Greyfriars 
singers from North Crawley 
come once a month in sum- 
mer to sing full Evensong. 
Reader: Leonard Geary, 
who takes one service a 


month at Little Linford. 
Services: November to April: 
9am Morning Prayer (4th 
Sunday: Holy Communion) 
May to October: 1st Sunday: 
6pm Sung Evensong; 2nd, 
3rd and 5th Sundays: 9am 
Morning Prayer; 4th Sun- 
day: 9am Holy Communion. 
Prayer Book: Book of Com- 
mon Prayer (1662). 

Hymn Books: Hymns An- 
cient and Modem, Parish 
Psalter. 

Magazine: Edited by Joan 
Lowndes; 200 copies 
distributed among the three 
churches. 

Missionary link: Parish link 
with BCMS missionary in 
Kenya. Also supports Tear 
Fund and CPAS. 

Other activities: Tuesday 
evening Bible study and 
prayer meeting at the Rec- 
tory in Haversham and Fri- 
day youth club are for the 
whole parish. St Leonard’s 
needs to raise £2 1 ,000 for a 
new roof so variety of fund 
raising events have included 
tombola. New Orleans jazz 
band concert, open gardens 
scheme etc. 


The DOOR opens on: 


Little Linford 


Where a little goes a long 


David Silvey & Son Cooks Funeral Service 

Funeral Directors 72 Broad Street 

Westbourne Street Chesham 

High Wycombe Bucks 

Bucks HP5 3DX 

Tel: (0494) 29193 Tel: (0494) 791359 

24-Hours Service. Pre-payment funeral plan available 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 


fSnbin Stance 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and 
maintenance visits 

6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 
Member Incorporated c ociety of Organ Builders 

- 


BANGOR - NORTH WAUS 

Within easy reach of pleasant beaches and fine mountain scenery. Self- 
catering accommodation in modem. 

UNIVERSITY HALL OF RESIDENCE 

Suitable for families and groups. Available July-September £5 per night. 
Children under 1 2 half-price. Also self-catering houses and flats from £200 
per week. 

Details of study and activity breaks on application. 

The Conference Office. University of Wales. Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 2DG 
Telephone: (0248) 351151 ext.2560 


P. L. BARRETT ’ H. J. KNAPP 

81 Ock Street 2-4 Church Street 

ABINGDON WANTAGE 

Tel: Abingdon 20808 Tel: Wantage 775502 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Private Chapel of Rest and Monumental Masons. 24-Hour Service 

CHOSEN HERITAGE PRE PAYMENT SCHEME 





DESIGHS 

ORIGINAL EMBROIDERY - 
ARTIST DESIGNED 
VESTMENTS, FRONTALS, 
HANGINGS, BANNERS 
Photographs and details from: 
St Deny’s bookshop. 235 237. 
Manchester Corn Exchange. 
Hanging Ditch. M4 3BP 
Tel: 061 8351069 (home: 0942 
813280) 


LUXURY WEDDING 
HIRE 



LE MANS 
BLUE 

ROLLS ROYCE 
Cars available for weddings and other 
functions. 

Competetive rates. 


REFLECTIONS 

Mobile Discotheque 

Extensive use of quality equipment using 
the latest technology. All venues and func- 
tions catered for. Best prices with large 
selection of music from the 60s-90s. 
Contact: Mark Holmes 


443 Banbury Road, Oxford. Telephone: Oxford 52073 


KINETON 
GALLERY 

Specialist in material, equipment and 
advice for spinners, weavers, knitters, 
embroiderers and lacemakers. 

A wide range of exclusive gifts, books 
and handicrafts for all ages. 

Appletons, Anchor , D.M.C. and Pattern 
embroidery yarns. Rowan yarns and 
Kaffte Fassett Designs, Patons, 
and Jaeger yarns also stocked. 

Easy parking and friendly service 
Send SAE for Spinning and Weaving Price List 

EMBROIDERY CATALOGUE £2 

(refundable on first purchase) 

BANBURY STREET, KINETON 
WARWICKSHIRE CV35 OIS 

Telephone: 
(0926)641230 

Mrs Syliva M. James i 
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WHAT'S ON 


MAY 

Wed 1 CHARLTON ON OTMOOR. 

May Day service & celebrations. 10am 
St Mary’s Church. Details: 08675 2163. 
Sat 4 IVINGHOE. Car Boot Sale for 
Church Restoration Fund. 10.00am Iv- 
inghoe Lawn. Sellers £5, buyers free. 
Refreshments. This is the first of six 
sales, others on first Saturdays of June, 
July, August, September & October. 
Details: 0296 668336. 

Thurs 2 OXFORD. St Hilda’ s College, 
8pm. ‘The future of the Church in 
Czechoslovakia’ by Pastor Alfrea Kocab 
from Prague. All welcome. 

Mon 6 LITTLE COMPTON. Rogation 
Farm Ramble, St Denys’ Church. Choice 
of 6 mile and 14 mile routes. £5, children 
free. In aid of the Church. Details: Lit- 
tle Compton Rectory or Kitebrook Farm. 
Mon 6 OXFORD. The Middle East & 
the United Nations by Sir Crispin Tickell, 
warden. Green College, Oxford. 8pm the 
Old Library, University Church. Details: 
0865 243806. 

Mon 6 BISHAM. Open Day at All Saints 
Church. 1 1 .30am-5.30pm. 

Refreshments. Details: 0628 483829. 
Tues 7 OXFORD. “All Shall be Well”. 
A service to celebrate Julian of Norwich 
for the Movement for the Ordination of 
Women. The Rt Revd Jone Bone, Bishop 
of Reading preaching. 8pm Christ 
Church Cathedral. 

Sat 11 COOKHAM. Christian Aid mini- 
market. Home-made food, jam & all 
sorts of goodies. 10am, Elizabeth House. 
Details: Elizabeth Runnacies 0628 
485710. 

Sat 11 DORCHESTER. Benson & 
Henley Choral Societies, with profes- 
Elgar’s Dream of Gerontius. Tickets £8. 
OX £4 and £5 (under 18s) from The 
Music Box, Wallingford or The Bell 
Bookshop, Henley, 8pm in Dorchester 
Abbey. Details: 0491 574554. 

Sat 11 SULHAMSTEAD. Church fete 
in the gardens of Folly Farm. Lots for the 
children, Bradfield College Band, prize 
draw. 30p (accompanied children free). 
Sat 11 CHINNOR. Barn dance for 
restoration hind. Manor Farm, Chinnor 
Hill. Details: David Deval 0844 52472. 
Sat 11 EASTHAMSTEAD. Healing and 
Wholeness. An open seminar with the 
Revd Christopher Hamel Cook. For all 
interested in the healing ministry. 
10am- 12 noon St Michael’s Parish Cen- 
tre. Details: Ann Potts 0344 773549 or 
Fr Gerald Shaw 0344 487248. 

Sat 11-Sat 18 CHINNOR. Christian Aid 
Week activities include: Sat 1 1 sponsored 
walk/run 9.30am; Wed 15, coffee mor- 
ning in the Church Hall at 10am, cabaret 
at 7pm; Fri 17 concert in St Andrew’s at 
7.30pm; Sat 18 fete at 10.30am in the 
rectory garden; Sun 19 service in the 
Congregational Church at 6pm. Other 
events include a sponsored sew-in, door- 
to-door collections and an exhibition in 
Chinnor library. Details: David Deval 
0844 52472. 

Sat 11 CUMNOR, Oxford. Let Africa 
Speak. A meeting organised by the 
African Pastors' Fellowship. Details: 
African Pastors Fellowship, 12 Ibex 
Close, Binley, Coventry CV3 2FB, 0203 
448068. 

Sun 12 BURNHAM BEECHES. 125th 
anniversary of St Anne’s, Dropmore. 
9.30am service with Bishop Len Ashton, 
12 noon historic walk, 2.30-5pm cream 
teas. Details: 0753 25962. 

Sun 12 ISLIP. Recital by Studley 
Singers. 6pm St Nicholas' Church. 
Details: 08675 2163. 

Sun 12 SEER GREEN. Parish Church, 
near Beaconsfield at 6pm. Service of 
prayer for Wholeness and Renewal with 
the laying on of hands. Conducted by the 


Vicar, the Revd William Whiffen. 
Preacher The Revd Tenniel Evans. 

Sun 12 OXFORD. A special service to 
mark the beginning of Christian Aid 
Week. 6.30pm, St Michael’s Church, 
Lonsdale Rd, Summertown. Guest 
preacher, Janet Morley of Christian Aid. 
Sun 12-Fri 17 MIDHURST (Sussex). 
Bible Study Week at Dunford House. 
Organised by YMCA National Council, 
World Council of Churches, The Bible 
Society. A week of participatory bible 
study following a daily pattern of work 
& theological reflection. Directed by the 
Revd Willie Riekkinen, World Council 
of Churches. Bible study leaders include 
Revd Chris Peck, Board of Mission & 
Unity, Liverpool, Revd Canon Paul 
Bates, Westminster Abbey, Ms Alison 
Norris, S. London Industrial Mission. 
Aim to produce material for production. 
£126.50, deposit £26.50. Details: Revd 
Ron Ingamells, National Council of YM- 
CA ’s, 640 Forest Rd, London El 7 3DZ, 
tel. 081-520 5599. 

Mon 13 OXFORD. The Television 
Revolution, Alan Watson PRO, Euro- 
pean Commission under Roy Jenkins, 
chairman, Westminster College; former 
president Liberal Party. 8pm the Old 
Library, University Church. Details: 
0865 243806. 

Fri 17-Sun 19 GROVE. Flower festival 
& art & craft exhibition. Grove Parish 
Church. Fri 8pm opening service of 
dedication. Sat 10am-8pm with 
refreshments. Sun 2-6. 30pm. For Grove 
Day Centre. 

Fri 17 OXFORD. From Bach to Lloyd- 
Webber. A concert by soprano Anne 
Linstrum. 7.45pm Newman Rooms, 
Rose Place, Oxford. Details: Paul Herr- 
ington, Music in Worship Trust, 56 
Besselsleigh Rd, Wootton, Abingdon 
OX13 6DX tel. 0865 730834. 

Sat 18 STOKE POGES. Thinking Mis- 
sion Day with USPG. St Andrew's 
Church Centre. Details: Janet Hodgson 
0844 279373. 

Sat 18-Thurs 30 OXFORD. Artweek: 
St Giles Church, Jill Cox & Nicola Slat- 
tery. Free. Weekends 2-5pm, weekdays 
12-2pm. Also on Sat 25, 2pm Pastor 
Read & Gospel Singers in the churchyard 
(junction of Banbury & Woodstock 
Roads). Details: 08675 2498. 

Sat 18 OXFORD. Grand churchyard 
fete at St Giles’. 1 1 ,00am-4pm. Details: 
08675 2498. 

Sat 18 OXFORD. Christian Aid Week 
Sale. Wesley Memorial Church, New Inn 
Hall Street. 10am onwards. 

Sat 18 OXFORD “Breathe Life into 
vour Voice”. A day course for all singers 
(choral or soloists) led by Anne Linstrum. 
10am-4.30pm St Andrew’s Church, Lin- 
ton Rd. Organised by the Music in Wor- 
ship Trust. For cost and booking: Paul 
Herrington, 56 Besselsleigh Rd, Woot- 
ton, Abingdon OX13 6DX tel. 0865 
730834. 

Sat 18 ASCOT. Garden open, with fine 
show of azaleas & rhodedendrons. Bed- 
ding plants & pelargoniums on sale. Cof- 
fee £1. For Berkshire Churches Trust. 
Details: 0344 20840. 

Sat/Sun 18, 19 SOUTH NEW- 
INGTON. Church fete on the green, 
2-6pm. Gardens open, stalls, teas, music. 
Details 0295 721438. 

Sat 18 ISLIP. May market on the Cross 
Tree Green. 10.30am. Details: 08675 
2163. ■ 

Sun 19 AYLESBURY. Pentacost picnic 
organised by Aylesbury LEP. Meet 12 
noon at the Mount on Castle Street in cen- 
tral Aylesbury. Share your picnic and 
join in the music and fellowship of peo- 
ple from 4 churches. Details Derek Ran- 
dall, 0296 415018. 

Thurs 23 OXFORD. Open Day, bet- 
ween 10.30 and 8pm, for the Diocesan 
Council for Social Work’s new hostel. 


Mickle wood House and drop-in centre 
SPHere at 331 Cowley Road. The pro- 
ject has been set up to meet the needs of 
single parents and their children living in 
temporary or inadequate accommodation. 
Details: 0734 581861. 

Fri 24 FINGEST. Healing Service with 
laying on of hands and annointing at a 
celebration of Holy Communion. 
10.15am St Batholomews. Details: Revd 
Paul Nicholson 0491 63781. 

Fri 24-Mon 27 CHARLBURY. Exhibi- 
tion of wedding dresses at St Mary’s 
Church. Also lecture on wedding 
costumes and embroidery, music and » 
reading. 

Sat 25-Tues 28 TADMARTON (nr Ban- 
bury). Festival of Feasts & Flowers St 
Nicholas’ Church. Daily 10am-6pm. 
Also 26-27 gardens open under National 
Gardens Scheme the Manor and 
Yoemans gardens open to public, 2-6pm. 
Details: John Salethorn 0295 78630. 

Sat 25-Mon 27 FARINGDON. All 
Saints Church Festival Weekend. Church 
open 10.00am-6pm. Display & exhibi- 
tions baptism, marriage, death/resurrec- 
tion around the theme ‘Through all the 
changing scenes of life', and flower ar- 
rangements by members of the Flower 
Guild. Gardens of Faringdon House open 
on Sunday from 1 lam with ploughmans 
lunches, wine & cream teas. Admission 
to the gardens £1 . All proceeds to organ 
fund. 

Sat 25-Sunday June I AYLESBURY. 

St Mary’s Festival includes exhibition of 
art & craft, daily 10am-4pm plus: Sun- 
day 26, concert by Vanburgh Quartet, 
3pm followed by Festival Evensong at 
6pm: Monday 27 full peal of bells, 
ploughmans lunches, cream teas, after- 
noon organ recitals: Tuesday 28 Paul 
Alexander presents John’s Gospel: 
Thursday 30 Richard Hand & Tom Pud- 
pre on guitars at 1pm; Saturday June 1 
Read Gainsford piano recital, 7.30pm. 
Details: Anne Holt 0296 622238. 

Mon 27 DUNSMORE, nr Wendover. 
Green fingers afternoon at Church of the 
Resurrection. Plants, flowers, bric-a- 
brac, tombola, home-made cakes, 
preserves, computer fortunes, 
refreshments. Details: 0296 624480. 
Mon 27 WROXTON (nr. Banbury). 
Church fete & craft fair. Stalls, side 
shows. Punch & Judy, teas. Garden open 
under National Garden Scheme. 1pm. 
Details: Ian Brough 0295 730285. 

JUNE 

Sat 1 CHALGROVE. Cream teas and 
guided tours of St Mary’s Church and its 
historic wall paintings. 2. 30-4. 30pm. 
Also on July 6, August 3, September 14. 
Sat 1 WESTCOTE BARTON, nr 
Woodstock. St Edward's fete and village 
dog show. Lots of stalls, refreshments 
and welly wanging. l-6pm. For Church 
Fund. Details: Mrs Pratley 0869 40433. 
Sat 1 RAVENSTONE, nr Olney. 
Charity auction for All Saints Restoration 
Fund. 8pm village hall. Details: 0908 
55389. 

Mon 3 OXFORD. The Ghost Theatres 
of Oxford. A talk by Paul Ranger with 
slides & readings from hit shows of the 
past. £2 (cone. £1). 8pm Old Library, 
University Church. For Chapel Building 
project at Ahmadu Bello University, 
Zaria. Details: 0865 728304. 

Sat 8 NORTH MORETON, Didcot. All 
Saints Church fete. 2pm, grounds of 
North Moreton House and the Church. 
Sat 8 HAMBLEDEN, nr Henley. 
McCapra Quartet performs Mozart, 
Shostakovich & Ravel. 7.30pm St Mary 
the Virgin. £5 at the door. Details: 
Christine Wells 0491 571588. 

Sun 9 HUGHENDEN. Open Air Songs 
of Praise with the Wycombe Brass Band. 
5.30pm Hughenden Park. 




Sun 9 OXFORD. The Iona Communi- 
ty’s St Columba s Day Gathering at 
Wesley Memorial Church. New Inn Hall 
Street. 10.30am Methodist service. 12 
noon ‘Iona Today’ a talk with slides; 
shared lunch (bring enough for one, then 
pool and share); bring & buy stall; a talk 
by Christopher Hall of Christian Concern 
for One World; Recommitment Service; 
tea. For full details: David Ireson, 0865 
300850. 

Wed 12 COLESHILL, near Amersham. 
One-plus-One fund-raising lunch at Col- 
eshill Village Hall. Speaker: One-plus- 
One Director: Jack Dominian. Also art 
exhibition. Tickets £10. Details 0494 
433063 or 0494 725245. 


NOTICES 

AGM of the Oxford Diocesan Council 
for Social Work. May 22 Water Eaton 
LEP. Coffee from 10.30am, Bishop of 
Oxford officiating at Eucharist at 1 lam. 
Please book. Details: ODCSW, 48 Bath 
Road, Reading Berks, 0734 581861. 
VOLUNTEERS needed to help people 
with drink problems. Specialist Oxford 
project needs new management commit- 
tee members & new chairman for 2 
houses for men and women recovering 
from alcohol problems. Details: Pat God- 
win 0865 250144 or Roseanne O’Connor 
0242 528778. 

EPILEPSY WEEK is May 20-26. The 
National Society for Epilepsy at Chalfont 
St Peter hopes that churches throughout 
the Diocese will remember in their 
prayers people with epilepsy. Details: 
Marion Hardman 081 944 7955. 

120 BOOKS OF COMMON PRAYER 
needed for special services for the house- 
bound. Contact: Revd Jan Durell, 79 
Warwick Rd, Banbury, Oxon OX16 
7AL, 0295 255022. 

ST BIRINUS PILGRIMAGE Sunday 
July 7. Led by the Bishop of Oxford, 
1.30pm from Churn Knob. Pere Drion, 
parish priest & chaplain of Jouarre Ab- 
bey, near Paris, will preach at the 7pm 
service in Dorchester Abbey. Full infor- 
mation: send SAE to the Pilgrimage Of- 
fice, 3 Samian Way, Dorchester on 
Thames, Wallingford 0x10 8JS. 
TOURS & TEAS at All Saints Parish 
Church, Kempston near Bedford. Tour 
of ancient church plus home-made tea in 
village hall. Tea £1.75, cheese & wine 
£2.50. For roof appeal. Please book first: 
Mrs Francis Leonard, 0234 852480 after 
4pm & weekends. 

VOLUNTEERS needed for the Oxford 
Diocesan Council for Social Work's new 
hostel and drop-in centre for single 
parents and children living in temporary 
accommodation. Details: 0865 794913 or 
write to SPHERE/Micklewood House, 
331 Cowley Rd, Oxford OX4 2AQ. 
LEARN FRENCH OR GERMAN. 
Sister Erika Kosmanek. a catholic nun 
from France would like to spend a few 
weeks this summer with an English- 
speaking, church-going family to im- 
prove her English and have a “faith- 
sharing experience with believers of the 
Anglican Church ”, In return she- offers 
to improve your French (and German for 
beginners). Write to Sister Erika at 3 
Place de Gaulle, 57810 Rechicourt-le- 
Chateau, France. 

WANTED: 50 copies of the Treasury of 
Christmas Music, ed'Will Read (words 
only). In good condition. Contact 
Christine Wells 0491 571588. 
CHRISTIAN COUNSELLING. An in- 
troductory course in three seminars by 
Oxford Christian Institute for Counsell- 
ing. 7.30- 10am on June 11 & 25 and a 
final session on July 9. £20. Details: 1 1 
Norham Gardens, Oxford OX2 6PS. 
0865 58154. 



Leap for homeless 

PAT LOVELAND, wife of the Vicar of St Peter’s, Drayton, 
and grandmother to five children, believes that the sky’s the 
limit when it comes to helping homeless people. On May 11 
she will undertake her first 12,000-ft free-fall parachute jump 
in aid of the Oxford Homeless Medical Fund which provides 
health and social care and advice services to the homeless 
in the Oxford area. 

The number of people using the centre has quadrupled 
since it first opened six years ago, and Pat, formerly a mid- 
wife but now a nurse working with homeless people, hopes 
that her jump will help to maintain the present level and 
quality of services. Meanwhile, she is getting into training 
in her back garden and we can only wish her a happy lan- 
ding on the day and ask our readers to pay tribute to her 
courage by joining the sponsors or sending a donation to 
David Collett, Oxford Homeless Medical Fund, Luther Street 
Centre, PO Box 7, St Aldates, Oxford. 


Who’s Who in the Diocese 


The BISHOP of OXFORD 

The Rt Revd Richard Harries, 
Diocesan Church House, 

North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 
0NB. Tel: Oxford (0865) 
244566 

AREA BISHOPS AND 
ARCHDEACONS: 

Rt Revd Simon Burrows, 
Bishop of Buckingham, 
Sheridans, Grimms Hill, 

Great Missenden, Bucks, 

HP16 9BD. Tel: 024 062173. 
Archdeacon: The Ven John 
Morrison, 60 Wendover Road, 
Aylesbury, Bucks, HP21 9LW. 
Tel: 0296 23269. 


OXFORDSHIRE: The Rt Revd 
Anthony Russel, Bishop of 
Dorchester, Holmby House, 
Sibford Ferris, Banbury, Oxon 
OX15 5RG. 

Archdeacon: The Ven Frank 
Weston, Christ Church, Oxford 
OX1 1DP. Tel: 0865 276185. 
BERKSHIRE: The Revd John 
Bone, Bishop of Reading, 
Greenbanks, Old Bath Road, 
Sonning, Reading RG1 0SY. Tel: 
0734 692187. 

Archdeacon: The Ven David 
Griffiths, 21 Wilderness Road, 
Earley, Reading RG6 2RU. Tel: 
0734 663459. 


Rouse & Sadler 

HEALTHCARE 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury 
0296-41 5003 

EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
ELDERLY AND DISABLED 

GIVE US A CALL TO DISCUSS 
YOUR INDEPENDENCE AND 
EASIER LIVING AT HOME OR 
OUT AND ABOUT 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9-5.30 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury. 

Tel: 415003 



The New Commandment 


THE disciples, as observant 
Jews, would certainly have 
been familiar with the old 
commandments. But at a 
solemn moment in the Last 
Supper, our Lord spoke to 
them of a new commandment 
— “Love one another’’ (John 
13.34). This was to be the 
distinguishing mark of Chris- 
tian disciples and the ultimate 
witness to their faith. But what 
did it mean? 

In the language in which the 
Gospels were written, so the 
experts tell us, ‘love’ was a 
relatively colourless word un- 
til it became part of the Chris- 
tian vocabulary. It is far 
removed from our everyday 
use of the word, where it 
signifies romance, passion, in- 
fatuation; in which “falling in 
love’’ is the most delectable, 
the most dynamic experience 
which can befall any human 
being. But the new command- 
ment on our Lord’s lips cer- 
tainly cannot mean that. It is 
qualified by the phrase “as I 
have loved you”. 

Jesus’ love for his disciples 
was compounded of patience 
with their shortcomings; 
forebearance when their at- 
titudes called for rebuke; a vi- 


sion of what they might 
become; and a comradeship 
which transcended the 
jealousies, the ambitions, the 
misunderstandings to which 
they were exposed. If it had to 
be expressed in a single word 
it would be “compassion”. 
When St Paul speaks of love 
he means much the same 
thing: 

“Love is patient and kind. 
Love is not jealous or boastful; 
it is not arrogant or rude. 
Love does not insist on its own 
way; it its not irritable or 
resentful; it does not rejoice at 
wrong, but rejoices at the 
right. Love bears all things, 
believes all things, endures all 
things. Love never ends.” (1 
Corinthians 13,4-8). 

If Christian congregations 
were characterised by this 
kind of love, they would be 
fulfilling the new command- 
ment and witnessing to their 
faith. The Decade of 
Evangelism would be off to a 
flying start. 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former 
Archbishop of York , and the 
author of many books. He lives 
near Banbury. 
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